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ENGLISH ONLY


U.S.A. migration status
Submitted by J. Ator (USA)

________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
The document summarizes recent migration activities within the U.S.A.

________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is requested to note the contents of the discussion and undertake a review of the current WMO migration schedule.
Discussion
During previous years, the concept of WMO migration to TDCF has been discussed at various meetings within the NWS as well as at inter-agency forums with colleagues in the U.S. Navy, AFWA and FAA.  However, a formal U.S. national migration plan and schedule were never developed.  Such a plan has now been drafted during the past several months and has received preliminary approval from our inter-agency colleagues.  The plan is currently undergoing final review by NWS management, which is necessary since NWS officially represents the U.S. to WMO and is expected to provide much of the leadership and resources to drive the national migration effort.

In its draft form, the plan envisions a transition period during which U.S. TAC observations would be converted to BUFR for insertion onto the GTS.   This work would be performed by the NWS Telecommunications Operations Center, with some software assistance and guidance provided by NCEP.  The transition period would tentatively begin in October 2011 for Category 1 data and conclude for all data types in October 2015.  During this time, a simultaneous effort would be made to transition all U.S. observing systems and users to the direct use of BUFR.

Once the plan receives final approval by NWS management, we will forward it to WMO.  We will also resume discussions with our colleagues at CMC, with whom we have already begun preliminary discussions on the development of a regional migration plan for RA IV.  It is our understanding that most other countries in RA IV are looking to the U.S. and Canada to lead the migration effort on behalf of the entire region.
In the meantime, we have noted the results of WMO’s January 2010 survey, which showed that only about 20% of WMO members would meet the original (circa 2005) target of November 2010 for complete migration of the Category 1 data types.  In light of this, we would like to request the IPET-DRC to review the original migration schedule, with an eye towards revising the timeline to better reflect current reality.
