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________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
The document contains information on the status of MTDCF in Canada, as well as activities conducted by Canada in relation to the MTDCF at large. The document also touches briefly on the status of the MTDCF in RA-IV as a whole.

________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to note the information provided and undertake a review of the current WMO MTDCF schedule.
National plan and resources
Canada has not been an early implementer of the MTDCF but currently has an active national plan involving a multidisciplinary team spanning across the various components of Environment Canada that are concerned by the Migration.
BUFR TEMP (and PILOT)

We envision putting BUFR TEMP data on the GTS by the end of 2010, alongside traditional TEMP bulletins.  There will be a transition period during which TEMP messages will be transmitted in both formats. 

Being able to receive and process BUFR TEMP/PILOT data in place of the traditional alphanumeric data is more challenging. This will require assuring that national data display applications and NWP data assimilation system at CMC have the required capacity. This exercise could be expected to conclude in 2011.

BUFR SYNOP and CLIMAT

SYNOP data production in BUFR is being addressed, but it will take longer than TEMP data to reach operational production.  The data must be converted to BUFR SYNOP from a variety of domestic sources.  A software framework for doing so is being developed.

With regard to reception and processing of SYNOP data in BUFR, from domestic or international sources: our capacity to do so at the complete exclusion of the traditional alphanumeric synoptic data forms remains to be developed. Resourced plans exist to do so.  A timeline to November 2012 would appear reasonable for SYNOP migration in Canada.

MTDCF deadlines and overall situation in RA-IV
As can be gathered from the above, while significant progress has been achieved in the past two years, Canada regretfully does not expect to meet the November 2010 MTDCF deadline.
In discussions at the working level, in the course of the last year, Canadian and US experts acknowledged the benefits of cooperation where such opportunities arise toward the Migration, and proposed that a MTDCF plan is required for the whole of RA-IV. In view of the status of the migration in the whole of RA IV, we believe it is necessary to reassess the situation and establish new deadlines, as the current ones no longer provide adequate input for region-wide migration planning and implementation.
Related activities

As was announced a year ago, Environment Canada released a BUFR library named libECBUFR, as open-source, under the LGPL license.  We are pleased to report that some NMHSs, most notably Brazil’s INMET, have expressed an interest in using libECBUFR.  A new feature worth mentioning is that facilities for multilingual usage have been added in the last year. English and French are currently supported, and we would accept translation files in other languages.

