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Summary and Purpose of Document
This document presents draft electronic publication of the Manual on Codes, Volume I.2.
_______________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to note the information.
ANNEX: Manual on Codes in electronic (MS WORD) form
BACKGROUND
1.
In order to facilitate access to reference information required for World Weather Watch operations, the fifteenth Congress (Cg-XV) reaffirmed that the Manual on Codes (WMO-No. 306) should be posted on the WMO server (see 3.1.4.4 in the report of Cg-XV).
2.
Cg-XV took note the report of the 2007 Meeting of Presidents of Technical Commissions, which recommended that, instead of issuing supplements to publications, WMO issue updated versions of these publications electronically, provided this solution is cost effective.
3.
In accordance with the above, the Secretariat published the 2009 Edition of the Manual on Codes, Volume I.1 and I.2, and has provided them through the WMO web site (http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/WMOCodes.html) and in CD-ROM.

4.
As briefly informed at the last meeting of IPET-DRC (Geneva, 15 - 18 September 2009), the Secretariat has been developing database of tables of Table Driven Code Forms (TDCF), i.e. GRIB edition 2, BUFR and CREX in view of growing demand of the tables for computer processing.  On 8 April 2010, the Secretariat released preliminary electronic tables of BUFR and CREX exported from the database in txt, xml and doc forms to the focal points for codes and data representation matters, following detailed check by experts.
5.
The expected publication of the Manual on Codes, Volume I.2 will incorporate tables of TDCFs in the database for efficiency and convenience. The Secretariat therefore drafted the Manual on Codes, Volume I.2 mainly in doc form that incorporates tables exported from the database as Annex to this document.
6.
The electronic Manual on Codes, Volume I.2 consists of three levels:

- Level 1:
main body of the Manual


- Level 2:
code bodies with links to tables


- Level 3:
tables


The level 1 consists of basic information, such as administrative information, information on composition of the Manual and technical terms, and also links to each code.
7.
In the Manual, notes to tables will be appended to those for human reading (doc and pdf form) and validation entries will not be included as an official publication.

8.
The Manual on Codes has been available in electronic form (pdf); however, some advantages of new form could be expected as follows;


- Better accessibility to necessary information


- Compatibility with tables of TDCFs for computer processing
- Flexibility of update (each file could be updated as appropriate and distributed from the WMO web site).
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