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________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
The document contains discussion on the problems of corrected and delayed reports 
in BUFR bulletins, on specification of CCCC and inclusion of the requested metadata
into bulletins containing converted data.

________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The Meeting is invited to discuss the content of this document
and to provide relevant recommendations.
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1. Corrected and delayed reports in BUFR bulletins 
At the CBS session in Soul (2006), a change to the Manual on the GTS was introduced into the Attachment II-12 (Recommendation 6.2/1 (CBS-Ext.(06)) with effect from 7 November 2007):  

                 "A - for the first bulletin containing only corrected reports." 

to become
                 "A - for the first bulletin containing corrected reports or information." 

The wording of the  updated text of Attachment II-12 allows both alternatives, i.e. to include only the corrected reports (subsets) or to include the complete set of reports. The procedure for "NIL reports" is clearly defined in both Manual on Codes and Manual on the GTS. But there are no unambiguous instructions for compilation of BUFR bulletins, containing corrected or delayed reports. Therefore, the Expert Team on WIS-GTS Operation and Implementation (ET-OI) has been asked to provide clarification of this issue. 
2. Specification of CCCC in a bulletin containing converted data (TAC <=> BUFR) 
Within the "Step-by-step migration by zones", an RTH would convert TAC to BUFR, (and vice versa) for a country that is not yet able to produce/process data in TDCF. It would be desirable if the ET-OI could specify explicitly whether this RTH should produce the converted data in a bulletin with the CCCC of the RTH (or a CCCC designated for the data converted by the RTH) or with the CCCC of the country that produced the original data. 

3. Inclusion of metadata into a bulletin containing converted data from TAC to BUFR 
Within the "Step-by-step migration by zones", an RTH would convert TAC to BUFR for a country that is not yet able to produce data in TDCF. The templates for representation of TAC data in TDCF require the inclusion of relevant metadata. As an optimal solution, the country should provide a complete list of the required entries, including the height of sensors above local ground. If not available, the RTH acomplishing the conversion of TAC data would have to depend on metadata published in Volume A, WMO-No. 9 [3].
It is to be noted, however, that metadata of stations identified as aerodromes “A” in the column Remarks in [3], do not provide information on Height of station above mean sea level (0 07 030), but that HA = “Official altitude of the aerodrome” is included in the column H/HA in [3]. The difference between “Official altitude of the aerodrome” and “Height of station above mean sea level” might be several meters, e.g. HA = 380 m and 0 07 030 = 364.0 m for the station 11518. Taking into account that 0 07 030 is to be reported with precision to tenths of a meter, 0 07 030 should be set to missing in a report from an aerodrome, if only metadata from Volume A are available in the process of conversion of TAC data to TDCF.
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