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ACTION PROPOSED:

It is proposed that the draft text given in the Appendix be included in the general summary of the work of the session.



DRAFT TEXT FOR INCLUSION IN THE GENERAL SUMMARY OF CAeM-XIV

7.
COOPERATION WITH OTHER BODIES AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS (agenda item 7)

 

 
Activities of the Expert Team on Operational Data Representation (CBS/CAeM-ET/ODR)

7.5
The Commission noted with interest the progress of the work performed by the ET‑ODR. The ET-ODR had agreed during its first meeting in November 2008 on the development of a pilot project for representing OPMET data in the future. In a first phase of this pilot project, the ability of the AFTN to handle basic XML-type messages was tested. The representation in an XML/type message of less than 1800 characters over the AFTN has been demonstrated to be possible where each node handling the message has a full character set.  It was further noted that it would possibly be 2025 before XML messages would be widely implemented and that the AFTN would no longer exist in its current state of technological capability. During the second meeting in October 2009 it was agreed that the remainder of the ET-ODR work should be included within the work programme of the CBS IPET-MDI and that CAeM should actively participate. It was also agreed that the ET-ODR would become dormant until candidate data-encodings are ready to test.

7.6
The Commission requested Members to take due note of the impending decision by ICAO to stop the migration of current alphanumeric OPMET code to BUFR in the light of the newly emerging de-facto standards of Weather Exchange Models (WXXM) currently being developed on the basis of XML and other industry-standard data representation methods and communication infrastructure by the two major projects of future Air Traffic Management Systems, i.e. SESAR in Europe and the NextGen project in the USA. WMO CBS IPET-MDI is engaging with the development activities of WXXM to ensure ongoing compatibility with the WMO BUFR data model.
7.7 
The Commission noted with interest that the design and function of these weather exchange models and the underpinning communications infrastructure concepts strongly resembled the WMO WIS concept and expressed the hope that mapping and exchange between these two net-centric, data-oriented projects based on data discovery, access and retrieval would be facilitated by the similarities of their design concepts and that compatible technical standards be adopted, particularly for meteorological data representation.

