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Proposal for snow level in GRIB
Submitted by Enrico Fucile (ECMWF)
_______________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
A new entry in code table 4.5 is proposed in GRIB to represent the snow levels.
_______________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The Team is invited to consider the proposal and accept it as operational.
REFERENCES:
BACKGROUND
In the Integrated Forecasting System developed at ECMWF the snow physical state is defined by temperature, mass, density and albedo and it is currently represented by a single layer. A vertical discretisation in 3 layers is envisaged in the future following the methodology described in the appendix of Dutra et al. (2012) (http://journals.ametsoc.org/doi/full/10.1175/JHM-D-11-072.1). To allow a proper representation of the new schema in GRIB a new vertical level type: snow level is required.
PROPOSAL
A new entry in code table 4.5 is proposed to define the snow level:

Code table 4.5 – Fixed surface types and units

Code figure

Meaning


Unit

114


snow level


numeric










