TDCF STATUS REPORT FOR THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA 
In the United Republic of Tanzania, there are fifteen (15) GTS stations. These stations have been facilitated by man power and computers with TDCF software (BUFR and CREX) : source codes from ECMWF.

These stations are:

1. ZANZIBAR 

2. DAR ES SALAAM

3. KIGOMA

4. MUSOMA

5. MWANZA

6. BUKOBA

7. DODOMA

8. MOROGORO

9. MTWARA

10. KIA 

11. IRINGA

12. MBEYA 

13. SUMBAWANGA

14. SONGEA 

15. TABORA

At the Central Forecasting Office (CFO), Dar Es Salaam, we have another PC with TDCF software which has the capacity to make a synoptic bulletin and convert it to bufr using synop2bufr utility from ECMWF inbuilt within the bufr software.
Tanzania Meteorological Agency (TMA) started transmitting bufr messages effectively from Friday 18th of May 2012 after re-installation of transmet. This instrument will assist TMA transmit data to NAIROBI Kenya (our regional Hub). Finally, transmit to GTS.
OTHER COUNTRY FROM RA I

TMA trained other countries on TDCF. These countries include Kenya, Ethiopia, Botswana, Rwanda, Seychelles, Lesotho, Zimbabwe, Malawi and Mozambique. Their status is as follows:

	Country
	Bufr
	CREX
	Migration Complete

	Botswana
	Transmits
	Transmits
	June 2012

	Mozambique
	Transmits
	Transmits
	

	Malawi
	Creates but does not transmit
	Creates but does not transmit
	

	Lesotho
	No
	No
	Unknown

	Seychelles
	Transmits
	Transmits
	Unknown

	Kenya
	No information
	No information
	

	Ethiopia
	No information
	No information
	

	Rwanda
	No information
	No information
	


However, Malawi will start SYNOP, CLIMAT and PILOT transmission as soon as their Message Switching System is made to accept receipts and transmission of the processed BUFR messages from their National meteorological Centre to the Regional Telecommunication Hub in Pretoria, South Africa
It is also known that Kenya has conducted training to Rwanda and Uganda on TDCF using CRIMSOFT software.

NB:  Status updates for the countries with no information will be given latter when their information becomes available.

Country which has shown interest to learn TDCF
Zambia is willing to conduct training on TDCF and they have asked TMA to arrange the training on August 2012.

Challenges
The main challenge towards migration to TDCF is financial resources.
The Way Forward:
The way forward is to make TMA transmitting all data types (CLIMAT, TEMP and PILOT) in bufr at the end of August, 2012.
TMA will mobilize other countries within the region to conduct training on TDCF. The team of  TDCF  expert from TMA will assist all NMC’s  in RA I which are not yet well-informed on TDCF to use the TDCF software “synop2bufr” which allows the conversion of synoptic bulletin to bufr and also train on  the use of  TDCF software to other data types like CLIMAT, TEMP, and PILOT . This process will assist a smooth migration to TDCF in a faster way.
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