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_______________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
This document contains information on different requirements for specification of station location in various WMO documents.

_______________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to take into consideration the included information.

REFERENCES:

[1] Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.2

[2] Seventh meeting of Expert Team on Requirements and Implementation AWS

      Platforms.  Draft Final Report, Geneva, 16 to 20 April 2012. 

DISCUSSIONS
The author of this document was invited to participate in the Seventh meeting of Expert Team on Requirements and Implementation AWS Platforms (ET AWS-7), Geneva, 16 to 20 April 2012.  In her Doc. 10.3, she pointed out different requirements for specification of station location in various WMO documents: 

- The station location is specified in all BUFR templates for AWS data by latitude (0 05 001) and longitude (0 06 001) in degrees with precision in 10-5 of a degree. The height of the station above mean sea level (0 07 030) is to be reported in meters, with precision in tenths of a meter.
- In WMO-No. 544 Manual on the GOS and in WMO-No.9, Volume A, the location of stations is required in degrees, minutes and seconds; and height of the station above mean sea level is required in meters rounded up to two decimals. 
- According to WMO-No. 488 Guide to the GOS and in the WMO CIMO Guide (WMO-No.9), however, latitude and longitude of station is to be given in degrees with resolution 10-3 of a degree and height of the station above mean sea level in whole meters. 
The ET AWS-7 meeting recommended unifying specification of station location in WMO documents so that latitude and longitude of station were given in degrees with resolution 10-4 of a degree. Regarding the height of the station above mean sea level, the recommended resolution will be stated in the Final Report when it becomes available.
PROPOSAL
The meeting is invited to take into consideration the above included information. 
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