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Dear (Sir, Madam):

As you are aware, World Meteorological Organization (WMO) policy is that all observational data exchanged internationally on the GTS, and future WIS, should be migrated from traditional alphanumeric (TAC) codes to BUFR.  BUFR is a binary table-driven format with the flexibility to replace all of the TAC codes such as SYNOP, TEMP, PILOT and CLIMAT.  Such codes have been used for many years but are no longer well-suited to the requirements and capabilities of modern automated observing systems and data processing.

Upon adoption of the policy, WMO established a Coordination Team for the Migration to Table-Driven Code Forms (CT-MTDCF).  This integrated team worked to develop a strategy and timeline for the migration to BUFR, with guidance and documentation made available to the community through the WMO web portal.  WMO also funded a training seminar for Regional Association IV (RA IV - North and Central America and Caribbean) members in San Jose, Costa Rica from 10-14 November 2003.

As of today, the migration is proceeding throughout much of the world, and WMO has tasked its Inter-Programme Expert Team on Data Representation and Codes (IPET-DRC) to continue the work that was begun by the CT-MTDCF.  The IPET-DRC, at its September 2011 meeting in Melbourne, Australia, noted that the pace of migration within RA IV was very slow compared to every other RA in the world.  To this day, very little migrated BUFR data is being issued by RA IV members on the GTS, so the RA IV representatives to the IPET-DRC, Mr. Yves Pelletier of Canada and Mr. Jeffrey Ator of U.S.A., in accordance with the CBS mandate given to the  IPET-DRC, agreed to work with their regional colleagues in an effort to improve the situation.  Canada and the U.S.A. have both developed and are implementing their own national migration plans since 2009, but otherwise, to our knowledge as of April 2012, no progress has been reported by any other RA IV member country.   It is likely, in our estimation, that delays in MTDCF implementation in RA IV could be raised as a significant issue at the upcoming CBS meeting in September, 2012.

We believe that the U.S.A and Canada would be well-positioned to assist and help coordinate the migration effort throughout the rest of RA IV. To achieve this goal in the most effective way, we also believe it is preferable to engage all RA IV member countries and formulate a migration plan for the Region as a whole.

With this in mind, we are sending this letter to you and to all other Permanent Representatives of Regional Association IV to request your assistance in ascertaining the status of the MTDCF in your country. We also request your support and participation toward the creation of an RA IV MTDCF implementation Work Group aiming to produce a Regional Plan and coordinate the implementation of the Migration across RA IV in the most effective manner possible.  
Please send your response to Mr Yves PELLETIER at the address indicated below
, or by e-mail to yves.pelletier@ec.gc.ca

We thank you for your kind attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Yves PELLETIER
National Prediction Operations Division
Weather and Environmental Prediction Services Branch
Meteorological Service of Canada
Core member, IPET-DRC

Jeffrey ATOR
NCEP Central Operations
U.S. NOAA National Weather Service
Associate member, IPET-DRC
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