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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM TO THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA
	1
	ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

	   1.1
	   Opening of the meeting

The First meeting of the Inter-Programme Expert Team on Data Representation and Codes (IPET-DRC) will be held at the Headquarters of WMO from 15 to 18 September 2009.  The meeting will commence on Tuesday 15 September at 10.00 AM.



	   1.2
	   Approval of the agenda

The meeting will be invited to consider the provisional agenda with a view to its adoption.


	   1.3
	   Working arrangement

The meeting will agree on details concerning the organization of its work including working hours.  The documentation will be available in English only, and the meeting will be held in English.


In discussing amendment to the Manual on Codes, the meeting is invited to consider effective dates of amendments and suitable procedure to be taken for its adoption.


	 2
	GRIB

	   2.1
	   Status of proposals at the last Joint Meeting of CT-MTDCF and ET-DRC

The meeting will review validation status of the proposals for GRIB2 at the last Joint Meeting of CT-MTDCF and ET-DRC.


	   2.2
	   Common features

The meeting will discuss proposed amendments including possible clarifications, to the common features of GRIB2, such as regulations, specifications of octet contents.



	   2.3
	   Additions and modifications

The meeting will be informed of plans for global or local exchange of new data and products in GRIB2, and discuss new Templates and tables including table entries (if needed, also modifications) of GRIB2 required for the data and products.


The meeting may also discuss additions or modifications based on future needs.


	 3
	BUFR AND CREX

	   3.1
	   Status of proposals at the last Joint Meeting of CT-MTDCF and ET-DRC

The meeting will review validation status of the proposals for BUFR and CREX at the last Joint Meeting of CT-MTDCF and ET-DRC.


	   3.2
	   Common features

The meeting will discuss proposed amendments including possible clarifications to the common feature of BUFR/CREX, such as regulations and specifications of octet contents and also may discuss new regulations or Table C entries that should be introduced in new editions of BUFR/CREX.



	   3.3 
	   Additions and modifications

The meeting will be informed of plans for global or local exchange of new data and products in BUFR/CREX, and discuss new templates and tables including table entries (If needed, also modifications) of BUFR/CREX required for the data and products.


The meeting may also discuss additions or amendments based on future needs.



	   3.4
	   Master tables for scientific disciplines other than meteorology


The meeting will discuss master tables for other scientific disciplines, such as oceanography, including management aspect of those tables.



	 4
	TRADITIONAL ALPHANUMERIC CODES

	
	
The meeting may discuss the amendments to the traditional alphanumeric codes, such as aeronautical codes.



	 5
	MIGRATION TO TABLE DRIVEN CODE FORMS (TDCF)

	   5.1 
	   Migration status

The meeting will be informed of the status of migration to TDCF based on the Catalogue of Meteorological Bulletins (WMO Publication No.9, Volume C1) and results of WWW Monitoring exercises.



	   5.2 
	   Migration matrix and step-by-step migration by zone

The meeting will review the Migration Matrix with a view to submitting it to the next session of CBS.



	 6
	MANUAL ON CODES

	   6.1 
	   Electronic publication of the Manual on Codes

The meeting will be informed of the status of electronic publication of the Manual on Codes in four languages and will discuss measures contributing to correct translations from English to other languages.  The meeting will be invited to discuss the form of representation of amendments to the Manual.


	   6.2 
	   Electronic format of GRIB2, BUFR and CREX tables

The meeting will be informed of efforts made by the Secretariat to establish a trial system for maintaining GRIB2, BUFR and CREX tables and exporting those tables in forms for use by computer processing.



	   6.3 
	   Observation practice in the Manual on Codes

The meeting will review observation practice elements of the Manual on Codes.


	 7
	COLLABORATION WITH OTHER CBS TEAMS

	   7.1 
	   Collaboration with the Inter-Programme Expert Team on Metadata and Data
   Interoperability (IPET-MDI)


The meeting will discuss the possible collaboration with other CBS expert teams, in particular the Inter-Programme Expert Team on Metadata and Data Interoperability (IPET-MDI).



	 8
	CLOSURE OF THE MEETING


