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________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
The document invites the group to discuss of how to report in Octet 12 of Section 1 (version number of local table used) when none reported.

________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
To agree on what should be reported when there is no local table used..

References:

   Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.2.

 Background 

When encoding has been only with elements from the global master tables and no local element have been used, the satellite applications team at the UK Met Office have been encoding the local version as 0. However a number of complaints have arrived from other centres saying that it should be set to 1.
Note (2) under section 1 in the WMO manual states:

“— Local tables shall define those parts of the master table which are reserved for local use, thus

version numbers of local tables may be changed at will by the originating centre.”
Dave Offiler of the UK Met Office contacted Milan Dragosavac to ask for advice. Milan replied to Dave saying that he agrees that this is not clear but thinks 0 or 255 would be best (Milan prefers 255).
Proposal
That the group agrees on the correct reporting practice and either amends note (2) or adds another note to help centres clarify what should be used.
2
2

