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Electronic publication of the Manual on Codes
(Submitted by the Secretariat)
	Summary and Purpose of Document
The document contains information on electronic publication of the Manual on Codes.



ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is informed a plan on electronic publication of the Manual on Codes and invited to discuss appropriate ways to publish the Manual.
DISCUSSION

1.
Fifteenth Congress (Cg-XV, Geneva, 2007) reaffirmed that the Manual on Codes (WMO-No. 306) should be posted on the WMO server in the languages, English, French, Russian and Spanish, which are defined in the Annex to Resolution 26 (Cg‑XV), where the Manual on Codes is the Annex to the Technical Regulations, i.e. Volume I.1 and I.2.
2.
Cg-XV encouraged the expansion of electronic publishing, in particular that to the extent possible, free distribution of WMO publications, as determined by the Executive Council from time to time, will be effected by electronic means.  It agreed that any requests for hard copies within this free distribution will be met only in the case of Least Developed Country Members, using the most cost-effective way, e.g. by providing a print-out of the electronic files.  Moreover, Congress took note of the report of the 2007 Meeting of Presidents of Technical Commissions, which recommended that, instead of issuing supplements to publications, WMO issue updated versions of these publications electronically, provided this solution is cost effective.

3.
In view of the above, the Secretariat has been preparing electronic publication of the Manual on Codes, Volume I.1 and I.2 in the four languages.  Amendments to the Manual recommended by CBS-XIV and approved by EC-LXI will be incorporated in the next publication to be released soon by CD-ROM and through WMO server.
4.
Regarding the Manual on Codes, Volume II, the last edition was published in 2005 and there are updates to be incorporated.  It will therefore be published within this year.

5.
The electronic publication of the Manual will be distributed in pdf file, into which tables of TDCFs in MS ACCESS (please refer to the Doc. 6.2) could be incorporated in the future so as to eliminate human errors and duplicated efforts to a maximum extent.
6.
In the publication, revised parts could be indicated in red-letters as far as plain texts are concerned.  Instead, vertical lines for the same purpose should be abolished to alleviate editor's work.  Amendments to the Information that will be exported from the database in the paragraph 5 above will be indicated in other way.  List of amendments could be effective for identifying changes.
7.
In publishing the Manual in the four languages, it is problematic to translate technical terms, in particular those used in the most advanced technologies, from English to other languages.  The WMO Members who proposed amendments to the Manual are therefore kindly invited to prepare technical terms in other languages where it is possible.



















































