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________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
The document contains a proposal for introduction of the validated new entry in Specifications of octet contents (Section 3, Octet No.7) for identification of BUFR data converted from TAC data. 

________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The Expert Team is invited to discuss the content of this
document and recommend the proposed new entry as pre-operational.

References:

   [1] Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.1
   [2] Manual on Codes, WMO-No. 306, Volume I.2

   [3] Second meeting of the Inter-Programme Expert Team on Data Representation and

      Codes. Final Report, Brasilia, 31 August to 3 September 2010.
Background 
Second meeting of the Inter-Programme Expert Team on Data Representation and Codes recommended a proposal for identification of BUFR data converted from TAC data for validation. According to the proposal, Bit 3 set to 1 in Octet No.7 of Section 3 would indicate that BUFR data were converted from TAC data, therefore the accuracy of the BUFR data corresponds to the accuracy of data in TAC messages.
BUFR messages in which Bit 3 is set to 1 (Section 3, Octet No.7) have been produced by IBL Software Engineering and Czech Hydrometeorological Institute and decoded also by the ECMWF validator and by Dr Simon Elliott (EUMETSAT). Mr Alexander Kats (Russian Federation) has also contributed to validation of this new entry. 
New entry in Specifications of octet contents of BUFR 
It is proposed to introduce the new entry in Section 3, Octet No.7, Bit 3: 
	    Section 3 – Data description section

	Octet No.
	                  Contents

	7
	   Bit 3 = 1
	BUFR data converted from TAC data

	
	   Bit 3 = 0
	Other data
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