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________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
The document proposes changes to the n-minute template (3 07 092).

________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to discuss the content of this document

and recommend for validation
Background

UK Met Office is looking to use the n-minute template (3 07 092) as a way of introducing higher temporal resolution data for ingestion into its forecast models.

The template contains almost all the required data except that the UK Met Office record ground temperatures over a variety of surfaces at many of the observing stations. The existing template only has provision for one ground temperature over the primary surface type for the station.  UK Met Office are measuring ground temperatures on grass, concrete, and road/runways, but at present are only making measurements from 1 or 2 ground sensors per station.

Proposal

It will also considered that for future clarity of the template that the pre production ground temperature descriptor 0 12 120 (covered in Validation of BUFR/CREX descriptors related to AWS) is used in this template along with the existing surface descriptor 0 08 010.

This proposal seeks to add an extra surface type element to the existing surface type descriptor code table 0 08 010 to cover temperatures measurements made over concrete as it is important to differentiate between road/runways and concrete.

This proposal seeks to extend the 3 07 092 template to allow for multiple (suggest up to 3) ground temperatures (0 12 120) to be included along with the existing surface type descriptor (0 08 010) being used to define the surface on which the ground temperature is being measured.  It is further proposed to remove the height of ground sensor descriptor for ground temperatures from this template as the sensors are installed on the ground.

Insertions into the template are coloured in blue and modifications and deletions coloured red with deletions struck out. 

FOR VALIDATION
0 08 010

Surface qualifier (for temperature data)

Code figure

0 Reserved

1 Bare soil

2 Bare rock

3 Land grass cover

4 Water (lake, sea)

5 Flood water underneath

6 Snow

7 Ice

8 Runway or road

9 Ship or platform deck in steel

10 Ship or platform deck in wood

11 Ship or platform deck partly covered with rubber mat

12 Concrete

13–30 Reserved

31 Missing value

BUFR TEMPLATE FOR SURFACE OBSERVATIONS FROM N-MINUTE PERIOD 
TM 307092
	
	
	
	Unit, scale

	3 01 089
	
	National station identification
	

	
	0 01 101
	State identifier (1)
	Code table, 0

	
	0 01 102
	National station number (1)
	Numeric, 0

	3 01 090
	
	Fixed surface station identification; time, horizontal and vertical co-ordinates
	

	
	3 01 004
	Surface station identification
	

	
	
	WMO block number
	Numeric, 0

	
	
	WMO station number
	Numeric, 0

	
	
	Station or site name
	CCITT IA5, 0

	
	
	Type of station
	Code table, 0

	
	3 01 011
	Year(2)
	Year, 0

	
	
	Month(2)
	Month, 0

	
	
	Day(2)
	Day, 0

	
	3 01 012
	Hour(2)
	Hour, 0

	
	
	Minute(2)
	Minute, 0

	
	3 01 021
	Latitude (high accuracy)
	Degree, 5

	
	
	Longitude (high accuracy)
	Degree, 5

	
	0 07 030
	Height of station ground above mean sea level 
	m, 1

	
	0 07 031
	Height of barometer above mean sea level 
	m, 1

	0 08 010
	
	Surface qualifier (for temperature data)
	Code table, 0

	3 01 091
	
	Surface station instrumentation
	

	
	0 02 180
	Main present weather detecting system
	Code table, 0

	
	0 02 181
	Supplementary present weather sensor
	Flag table, 0

	
	0 02 182
	Visibility measurement system
	Code table, 0

	
	0 02 183
	Cloud detection system
	Code table, 0

	
	0 02 184
	Type of lightning detection sensor
	Code table, 0

	
	0 02 179
	Type of sky condition algorithm 
	Code table, 0

	
	0 02 186
	Capability to detect precipitation phenomena
	Flag table, 0

	
	0 02 187
	Capability to detect other weather phenomena
	Flag table, 0

	
	0 02 188
	Capability to detect obscuration
	Flag table, 0

	
	0 02 189
	Capability to discriminate lightning strikes
	Flag table, 0

	0 04 015
	
	Time increment (=  - n  minutes)
	Minute, 0

	0 04 065
	
	Short time increment ( = 1 minute)  
	Minute, 0

	1 25 000    
	
	Delayed replication of 25 descriptors  
	

	0 31 001
	
	Delayed descriptor replication factor (= n)
	Numeric, 0

	0 10 004
	
	Pressure
	Pa,  –1

	3 02 070
	
	Wind data 
	

	
	0 07 032
	Height of sensor above local ground
	m, 2

	
	0  07 033
	 Height of sensor above water surface
	m, 1

	
	0 11 001
	Wind direction
	Degree true, 0

	
	0 11 002
	Wind speed
	m s-1, 1

	
	0 11 043
	Maximum wind gust direction
	Degree true, 0

	
	0 11 041
	Maximum wind gust speed 
	m s-1, 1

	
	0 11 016
	Extreme counterclockwise wind direction of a variable wind
	Degree true, 0

	
	0 11 017
	Extreme clockwise wind direction of a variable wind
	Degree true, 0

	3 02 072
	
	Temperature and humidity data
	

	
	0 07 032
	Height of sensor above local ground
	m, 2

	
	0  07 033
	 Height of sensor above water surface
	m, 1

	
	0 12 101
	Temperature/dry-bulb temperature (scale 2) 
	K, 2

	
	0 12 103
	Dew-point temperature  (scale 2)
	K, 2

	
	0 13 003
	Relative humidity
	%, 0

	1 03 000
	
	Delayed replication of 3 descriptors  
	

	0 31 000
	
	Short delayed descriptor replication factor
	Numeric, 0

	1 02 003
	
	Replicate 2 descriptors three times
	

	0 08 010
	
	Surface qualifier 
(for following ground temperature data)
	Code table, 0

	0 12 120
	
	Ground temperature

(Covered in ET-DRC2011 proposal ‘Validation of BUFR/CREX descriptors related to AWS’)
	K, 2

	0 08 010
	
	Surface qualifier 
(set to missing to cancel the previous value)
	Code table, 0

	0 07 032
	
	Height of sensor above local ground

(for ground temperature)
	m, 2

	0 12 101
	
	Temperature/dry-bulb temperature (scale 2) 

(for ground temperature)
	 K, 2

	1 03 000
	
	Delayed replication of 3 descriptors  
	

	0 31 000
	
	Short delayed descriptor replication factor
	Numeric, 0

	1 01 005
	
	Replicate 1 descriptor five times
	

	3 07 063
	0 07 061
	Depth below land surface    
	m, 2

	
	0 12 130
	Soil temperature (scale 2)
	K, 2

	0 07 061
	
	Depth below land surface 

(set to missing to cancel the previous value)   
	m, 2

	1 01 000
	
	Delayed replication of 1 descriptor  
	

	0 31 000
	
	Short delayed descriptor replication factor
	Numeric, 0

	3 02 069
	
	Visibility data
	

	
	0 07 032
	Height of sensor above local ground
	m, 2

	
	0  07 033
	Height of sensor above water surface
	m, 1

	
	0 33 041
	Attribute of following value
	Code table, 0

	
	0 20 001
	Horizontal visibility
	m, –1

	0 07 032
	
	Height of sensor above local ground

(set to missing to cancel the previous value)
	m, 2

	0  07 033
	
	Height of sensor above water surface

(set to missing to cancel the previous value)
	m, 1

	1 01 000
	
	Delayed replication of 1 descriptor  
	

	0 31 000
	
	Short delayed descriptor replication factor
	Numeric, 0

	3 02 073
	
	Cloud data
	

	
	0 20 010
	Cloud cover (total)
	%, 0

	
	1 05 004
	Replicate 5 descriptors four times
	

	
	0 08 002
	Vertical significance
	Code table, 0

	
	0 20 011
	Cloud amount
	Code table, 0

	
	0 20 012
	Cloud type
	Code table, 0

	
	0 33 041
	Attribute of following value
	Code table, 0

	
	0 20 013
	Height of base of cloud
	m,  –1

	1 01 000
	
	Delayed replication of 1 descriptor  
	

	0 31 000
	
	Short delayed descriptor replication factor
	Numeric, 0

	3 02 076
	
	Precipitation, obscuration and other phenomena
	

	
	0 20 021
	Type of precipitation
	Flag table, 0

	
	0 20 022
	Character of precipitation
	Code table, 0

	
	0 26 020 
	Duration of precipitation(3)
	Minute, 0

	
	0 20 023
	Other weather phenomena
	Flag table, 0

	
	0 20 024
	Intensity of phenomena
	Code table, 0

	
	0 20 025
	Obscuration
	Flag table, 0

	
	0 20 026
	Character of obscuration
	Code table, 0

	1 02 000
	
	Delayed replication of 2 descriptors  
	

	0 31 000
	
	Short delayed descriptor replication factor
	Numeric, 0

	0 13 155
	
	Intensity of precipitation
	kgm-2s-1, 4

	0 13 058
	
	Size of precipitation element
	m, 4

	
	
	(end of the replicated sequence)
	

	1 02 000
	
	Delayed replication of 2 descriptors  
	

	0 31 000
	
	Short delayed descriptor replication factor
	Numeric, 0

	0 20 031
	
	Ice deposit (thickness)
	m, 2

	0 20 032
	
	Rate of ice accretion
	Code table, 0

	1 01 000
	
	Delayed replication of 1 descriptor  
	

	0 31 000
	
	Short delayed descriptor replication factor
	Numeric, 0

	3 02 078
	
	State of ground and snow depth measurement
	

	
	0 02 176
	Method of state of ground measurement
	Code table, 0

	
	0 20 062
	State of ground (with or without snow)
	Code table, 0

	
	0 02 177
	Method of snow depth measurement
	Code table, 0

	
	0 13 013
	Total snow depth
	m, 2

	1 02 000
	
	Delayed replication of 2 descriptors  
	

	0 31 000
	
	Short delayed descriptor replication factor
	Numeric, 0

	3 02 079
	
	Precipitation measurement
	

	
	0 07 032
	Height of sensor above local ground
	m, 2

	
	0 02 175
	Method of precipitation measurement
	Code table, 0

	
	0 02 178
	Method of liquid water content measurement of 

precipitation
	Code table, 0

	
	0 04 025
	Time period  (=  - n minutes)
	Minute, 0

	
	0 13 011
	Total precipitation / total water equivalent of snow 
	kg m-2, 1

	0 07 032
	
	Height of sensor above local ground

(set to missing to cancel the previous value)
	m, 2

	1 01 000
	
	Delayed replication of 1 descriptor  
	

	0 31 000
	
	Short delayed descriptor replication factor
	Numeric, 0

	3 02 080
	
	Evaporation measurement
	

	
	0 02 185
	Method of evaporation measurement
	Code table, 0

	
	0 04 025
	Time period or displacement ( = - n minutes)
	Minute, 0

	
	0 13 033
	Evaporation /evapotranspiration
	kg m-2, 1

	1 01 000
	
	Delayed replication of 1 descriptor  
	

	0 31 000
	
	Short delayed descriptor replication factor
	Numeric, 0

	3 02 081
	
	Total sunshine data
	

	
	0 04 025
	Time period  (=  - n minutes)
	Minute, 0

	
	0 14 031
	Total sunshine
	Minute, 0

	1 01 000
	
	Delayed replication of 1 descriptor  
	

	0 31 000
	
	Short delayed descriptor replication factor
	Numeric, 0

	3 02 082
	
	Radiation data
	

	
	0 04 025
	Time period  (=  - n minutes)
	Minute, 0

	
	0 14 002
	Long-wave radiation, integrated over period specified
	J m-2,  -3

	
	0 14 004
	Short-wave radiation, integrated over period specified
	J m-2,  -3

	
	0 14 016
	Net radiation, integrated over period specified
	J m-2,  -4

	
	0 14 028
	Global solar radiation (high accuracy), 

 integrated over period specified
	J m-2,  -2

	
	0 14 029
	Diffuse solar radiation (high accuracy), 

 integrated over period specified
	J m-2,  -2

	
	0 14 030
	Direct solar radiation (high accuracy), 

 integrated over period specified
	J m-2,  -2

	1 02 000
	
	Delayed replication of 2 descriptors  
	

	0 31 000
	
	Short delayed descriptor replication factor
	Numeric, 0

	0 04 025
	
	Time period  (=  - n minutes)
	Minute

	0 13 059
	
	Number of flashes
	Numeric

	1 01 000
	
	Delayed replication of 1 descriptor  
	

	0 31 000
	
	Short delayed descriptor replication factor
	Numeric, 0

	3 02 083
	
	First order statistics of P, W, T, U data
	

	
	0 04 025
	Time period  (=  - n minutes)
	Minute, 0

	
	0 08 023
	First order statistics 

(= 9; best estimate of standard deviation) (4) 
	Code table, 0

	
	0 10 004
	Pressure
	Pa,  –1

	
	0 11 001
	Wind direction
	Degree true, 0

	
	0 11 002
	Wind speed
	m s-1, 1

	
	0 12 101
	Temperature/dry-bulb temperature (scale 2) 
	K, 2

	
	0 13 003
	Relative humidity
	%, 0

	
	0 08 023
	First order statistics (= missing value) 
	Code table, 0

	0 33 005
	
	Quality information (AWS data)
	Flag table, 0

	0 33 006
	
	Internal measurement status information (AWS)
	Code table, 0

	
	
	
	


Notes: 

1) 0 01 101 (WMO Member State identifier) and 0 01 102 (National AWS number) shall be used to identify a station within the national numbering system that is completely independent of the WMO international numbering system. The WMO international identification 0 01 001 (WMO block number) and 0 01 002 (WMO station number) shall be reported if available for the particular station.

2) The time identification refers to the end of the n-minute period.

3) Duration of precipitation (in minutes) represents number of minutes in which any precipitation was registered.  

4) Best estimate of standard deviation is counted out of a set of samples (signal measurements) recorded within the period specified; it should be reported as a missing value, if the measurements of the relevant element are not available from a part of the period specified by 0 04 025. 

5) If reporting nominal values is required, the template shall be supplemented with 3 07 093. 
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