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________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
The document contains information related to the progress
in Migration to TDCF in RA VI countries

________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to take the content of this document into consideration. 
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1. First Meeting of the RA VI WG on Technology Development and Implementation (WG-TDI),

    Offenbach, Germany, 27 to 28 October 2010
The Chair of the Task Team on Regional Migration to TDCF (TT-MTDCF) informed the meeting on the current status of the migration to TDCF and other issues related to this process.
The meeting was also informed on the training activities on TDCF in RA VI: Turkish State Meteorological Service (TSMS) organized in cooperation with WMO another Training Course in the WMO RTC-Turkey facilities in Alanya in September 2010, including lectures on BUFR and Migration to TDCF (General philosophy of TDCF, BUFR Code Form, GTS aspects of Migration, BUFR Templates and Regulations and ECMWF verification service). 

The meeting discussed the updated version of RA VI Regional Plan for Migration to TDCF, in particular the assistance of DCPCs or GISCs in facilitating the conversion of data representation forms for the National Centers within their zone of responsibility. The RA VI Regional Plan is now available at http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/dra/eur/RA6_WG_TDI_TDCF_Project.php. 
2. Information on issues related to Migration to TDCF 
The Chair of TT-MTDCF informed RA VI members on the outcome of the meeting of the RA VI WG-TDI [2] and also on issues related to Migration to TDCF that had been on the agenda of the Second meeting of the Inter-Programme Expert Team on Data Representation and Codes, Brasilia, Brazil, 31 August to 3 September 2010 [1]:

· Migration Matrix. 
· Step-by-step migration by zones.
· Errors in produced BUFR messages. 
· Additions to B/C Regulations. 
3. Activities of the TT-MTDCF 
As required by its Terms of Reference, the TT-MTDCF followed the migration process in RA VI and responded to questions and requirements expressed by RA VI countries. An important part of the TT-MTDF work was testing BUFR messages and conversion programs and taking the remedial actions.  It is pleasure to note that two new members joined the Task Team: Mr. Perisa Sunderic (Serbia) in November 2010 and Dr Enrico Fucile (ECMWF) in August 2011.    
E-mail correspondence between the Chair of TT-MTDCF and RA VI members lead to indication of several problems related to representation data in BUFR and Migration to TDCF (definition of Update Sequence Number, requirements for amendments of B/C regulations, errors in produced BUFR messages, arrangements for step-by-step migration by zones, inclusion of new BUFR bulletins in to Volume C1, monitoring of BUFR messages from sea RBSN stations). These issues have been reflected in documents submitted to this meeting.

As requested by the WG-TDI meeting [2], a draft text of a letter was prepared for Mr. Ivan Čačić, the President of RA VI, and consequently sent to the Permanent Representatives of Albania, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Moldova and Ukraine with invitation to provide the President of RA VI with information on:
(a) The National Migration Plan of the NMS;

(b) Whether assistance from an RTH in facilitating the conversion of data representation forms for the NMS will be required;

(c) To nominate an expert from the NMS to become a “Focal Point on Codes and Data Representation Matters”; it is very important to provide an e-mail address for the Focal Point since the correspondence is through e-mail;

(d) Any additional information regarding the needs of the NMS with regard to migration to TDCF.
Up to now, only Georgia has responded to this request.
4. Current status of Migration to TDCF in RA VI – September 2011 
The current status of Migration to TDCF in RA VI is reflected in Doc.5.1.2(3), ADD 1 and also available at http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/dra/eur/RA6_WG_TDI_TDCF_Project.php (updated by the WMO Secretariat). There are 32 countries/territories of RA VI producing at least one type of Category 1 data in BUFR (Belgium, Czech Republic, Croatia, Cyprus, Denmark and Faroe Islands, Finland, France, Germany, Gibraltar, Greece, Greenland, Hungary, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Jordan, Lebanon, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Romania, Russian Federation, Serbia, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland); the underlined countries are producing all types of Category 1 data in BUFR. It is to be noted that the number of synoptic reports in BUFR in RA VI was significantly increased when Russian Federation started to produce migrated data in April 2011.

The “Status of Migration to TDCF in RA VI” in Doc.5.1.2(3), ADD 1 is based on the list of BUFR bulletins published in Volume C1, on the actual bulletins received at the RTH Prague and on the WWW monitoring. It is to be noted, however, that not all migrated data distributed over the GTS are included in Volume C1 and not all bulletins in Volume C1 are always distributed over the GTS.
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