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________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
The document summarizes the status of migration within the U.S.A.

________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The team is requested to note the contents of this

document.

DISCUSSION

In accordance with the official U.S. migration plan (http://www.nco.ncep.noaa.gov/sib/decoders/USA_MigrationPlan.doc), the U.S. migration to BUFR is being led by the NWS Telecommunications Operations Center (TOC), since the TOC manages data flow to and from the GTS and WIS for all U.S.-based civilian and military users of meteorological data.

The TOC has contracted with IBL Software Engineering for the use of their software to translate between TAC data and BUFR, and the software is scheduled to be installed and configured by IBL personnel working at the TOC during the week of 12-16 September 2011.  In the subsequent months, the TOC plans to begin “dual dissemination” of BUFR data translated from SYNOP and CLIMAT.  At the same time, dissemination of radiosonde data in BUFR is also expected to begin, but encoded directly from the high-resolution flight records of the Radiosonde Replacement System (RRS) software installed at all U.S. radiosonde sites.  This BUFR output will include time and location displacements at each vertical level, which would not be achievable if direct translation of the TEMP and PILOT TAC formats was done instead.  Collectively this will cover Category 1 of the WMO migration timeline.

Regretfully not much progress has been made towards the development of a RA IV migration plan, but we hope to pursue this in partnership with the CMC during the coming months.
