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________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
The document deals with migration status in Region III.


________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
To take note.

References:

1. Quick Survey 

In order to get a view of the use of binary data by each NMHS in Region III, I sent na e-mail to several focal points asking the following questions:

1) Does your service has the capacity to receive/transmit binary messages such us BUFR and GRIB? 

2) Do you have software to decode and visualize products in BUFR and GRIB codes? 

3) Do you have software to encode bulletins into BUFR code? 

4) Do you have software to encode products into GRIB code?  

5) What are the main difficulties you have to use binary messages? 

The results are plotted in the table bellow.

	Member 
	1 - Does your service has the capacity to receive/transmit binary messages such us BUFR y GRIB?
	2 – Do you have software to decode and visualize products in BUFR and GRIB codes?
	3 - Do you have software to encode bulletins in BUFR code?
	4 - Do you have software to encode products in GRIB code?
	5 - What are the main difficulties you have to use binary messages?

	Argentina
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	No difficulties

	Bolivia
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	No software or tools to use binary messages.

	Brazil
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	No difficulties.

	Colombia
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	Implementation of a central data base.

	Chile
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES
	No difficulties.

	Ecuador
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	Lack of IT personal

	Guyana
	
	
	
	
	

	Paraguay
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	To acquire the necessary software packages

	Peru
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	A program was developed using ECMWF package. Main difficulties is to validate the results.

	Suriname
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	No software and no knowledge in house!

	Uruguay
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	To acquire the necessary software packages

	Venezuela
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	To acquire the necessary software packages.


Chile: Only GRIB software is available.

2. Migration by zones 

RTH Brasilia is capable to convert TAC bulletins into BUFR as they are received by the Message Switching System. The system is powerful enough to process all local bulletins as well as bulletins received from other NMHS.

In this regard, a conversion test is being conducted together with NMC Bogota in order to convert the main synoptic hour synop bulletins from Colombia into BUFR bulletins. The converted bulletins are then returned back to NMC Bogota, but not inserted into the GTS yet. They need to be verified and once we get permission then we will do it. Also the steps need to be arranged.
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