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________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document

The document summarizes the status of the MTDCF in Canada.


________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED

The team is requested to note the contents of this

document.

SYNOP PRODUCTION

Progress is being made toward the production of SYNOP data in BUFR by the Meteorological Service of Canada (MSC). Initial production is expected before the end of 2011,  and issuance of BUFR SYNOP bulletins on the GTS alongside the TAC is expected in the first quarter of 2012. The bulletins will use template 307080. Canadian BUFR SYNOP data will be produced directly from quality-controlled observation data, in a separate stream from TAC SYNOP. Initially, no national data will be added to the SYNOP content, but we have plans to add national data in compliance with regulations and guidelines within the 2012 calendar year.  BUFR CLIMAT production will follow BUFR SYNOP production.
TEMP/PILOT PRODUCTION

BUFR TEMP/PILOT production is done at the source for each sounding, using vendor-supplied software. We tuned the number of levels that are encoded for transmission on the GTS, to strike a balance between usability, data volume and meteorological value. The project is currently encountering bandwidth issues in some remote locations.  Due to this, there is some slippage in the expected time at which data will be made available on the GTS.  An estimate of mid-2012 would appear reasonable.

DATA INGESTION

The ingestion and use of BUFR SYNOP and TEMP from sources external to the MSC is handled in two streams: the NWP stream and a more general stream which feeds other applications such as meteorological visualization workstations and climate archives. In the NWP stream, progress is being made and it is expected that BUFR TEMP and SYNOP could be used operationally sometime in the second half of 2012.  In the general stream, ingestion of BUFR data is part of a second phase which will follow the implementation of BUFR SYNOP production. This is also planned for 2012.

RA IV MIGRATION

It is hoped that progress being made in the USA and Canada (and in the other RAs) toward the migration will provide support and  incentive to all RA IV members.  However an RA-level plan is still needed and is still to be formulated and executed. The MSC would welcome joint work with the US NWS and all RA IV members toward such a plan.

