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________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
This document provides background information on the current WMO station identification system, and relevant decision of the Management Group of CBS.

________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The Expert Team is invited to take note of the information, to discuss on the principle for the extension, and to propose to OPAG-ISS a working plan to solve this problem.
Request from the Management Group of CBS

The Management Group of CBS, at its 12th session in July 2011, noted that the legacy WMO block and station number system is becoming a impediment to additional data, especially those from non-WWW programmes, from being exchanged on GTS. The MG agreed that there is an urgent need for an extension to the legacy identification system. The MG requested the ET-DRC to address this issue as a top priority at its upcoming session in September 2011. 

Background information - WMO Identification of stations
Currently, only data from those observing stations that carry WMO Identification Numbers (IDs) are eligible for the international exchange through GTS. Those stations are labelled with a ‘block and index number (IIiii)’. Block numbers are allocated to the NMSs/NMHSs within each Region by regional agreement and station numbers (IDs) within the allotted block number range are assigned by Members to their stations per guidelines (see WMO Publication No. 306, Manual on Codes).  The WMO Secretariat maintains a metadata catalogue (Publication No. 9, Volume A), providing reference information on these stations to Members and data monitoring centres.
In some countries, the numbering system has arrived at its limits. In several areas, it is impossible to assign new numbers to stations in accordance with the WMO guidelines. This shortage of WMO IDs has led to deviations from agreed practices, such as development of national practices (national IDs) and duplication of numbers that have been used earlier for other locations. In addition, there are new requirements for data exchange, such as need for global exchange of radar and wind profiler data, which further increases demands on WMO IDs. This situation affects the availability of data as the stations without WMO IDs are not exchanged through GTS. 

Furthermore, Members should exercise full control over stations in their area of responsibility, so as to ensure their commitment to the WMO with regard to quality and data continuity. Therefore, in many areas, stations operated by international organizations, research institutions, universities and private enterprises are unable to share valuable data unless the stations are affiliated or authorized by the local NMS/NMHS and assigned WMO IDs.  For example, problems with data exchange from automatic stations operated by FAO in Somalia, CTBTO worldwide, University of Wisconsin in Antarctica, etc. 
It is proposed that CBS develop a new strategy for allocation of WMO IDs that would recognize different groups of “operators” of observing networks, consistent with WIGOS strategy. For example, different IDs can be allocated to WMO Members and different IDs to the other potential “operators”, such as International organizations, research institutions, private sector, etc. As for WMO Members, the current practice of allocation of IDs by the NMSs/NMHSs will remain, while the allocation of IDs to the other “operators” would be done by WMO Secretariat,  

OPAG-ISS and its Inter-Programme Expert Team on Data Representation and Codes (IPET-DRC), could be requested to look into these issues from the point of view of data representation and codes and to develop alternatives for consideration by OPAG ISS and IOS.
