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_______________________________________________________________________
Summary and Purpose of Document

This document describes the proposal of moving a part of Manual on Data-processing and Forecasting Systems, Volume I (WMO-No. 485), Appendix II-4 Graphical Representation of Data, Analyses and Forecasts, to Manual on Codes.
_______________________________________________________________________


ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to consider the proposal and to make a decision to advance a proposal for including the part in Manual on Codes at the 16th session of CBS to be held in 2016.


REFERENCES:
-	Final report of Task Team on the Revision of the Manual on the GDPFS held 17-19 December 2013.
-	Final report of the Implementation Coordination Team for OPAG on Information Systems and Services (ICT-ISS) Teleconference held 11 February 2015
ANNEXES:
-	Appendix II-4 Graphical Representation of Data, Analyses and Forecasts, Manual on the Data-processing and Forecasting Systems, Volume I (WMO-No. 485)

DISCUSSIONS

1. Manual on the Data-processing and Forecasting Systems (GDPFS), Volume I (WMO-No. 485) is under a major revision and in this process each part of the Manual is reviewed from the viewpoint of the relevance to Members’ activities.

2. In the discussion of the CBS Task Team on the revision of the Manual on GDPFS, Appendix II-4 Graphical Representation of Data, Analyses and Forecasts (attached), which defines plotting symbols mainly used in weather charts, was confirmed to be still relevant to WMO Members’ activities, including those of Regional Specialized Meteorological Centres (RSMCs), and concluded that it would be kept in Technical Regulations. At the same time, it was pointed out that the Manual on GDPFS might not the appropriate place to have the definitions, because the part is better placed in documentations related to data representation.

3. The Task Team asked ICT-ISS how to deal with this issue, and the ICT-ISS held in February 2015 agreed that the WMO plotting symbols fell within the scope of the Manual on Codes, and while recognizing that IPET-DRMM may not currently have members with the relevant skills, asked IPET-DRMM to take responsibility for them.

4. The meeting will consider this issue in view of advancing a proposal for including the part in Manual on Codes at the 16th session of CBS to be held in 2016, where the draft of revised Manual on GDPFS is planned to be approved.
