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Summary and Purpose of Document
This document contains a discussion about potential need in amending Annex II to B/C 25 Regulations and ways for its implementation
_______________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to discuss the content of this document, accept the potential need in amending Annex II to B/C 25 Regulations and recommend a strategy for its implementation
DISCUSSIONS
1. Upper-air data users highly welcome including additional metadata into upper-air BUFR messages beyond TM309052.

2. Composition of additional metadata descriptors is defined by the B/C 25 Annex II “List of parameters for representation of additional information on sounding instrumentation”.

3. The list in Annex II seems not to be exhaustive. Other metadata are worth to be included are:

0 02 066
Radiosonde ground receiving system

0 02 103
Radome

0 02 015
Radiosonde completeness

0 02 016
Radiosonde configuration

0 02 080
Balloon manufacturer

0 02 083
Balloon shelter

0 02 085
Amount of gas used in balloon

0 02 086
Balloon flight train length

0 35 035
Reason for termination

4. Using 2 05 Y “Signify character” is not clarified within B/C 25. It’s commonly utilized to report a reason for sounding termination using plain text. However, this sort of usage doesn’t result explicitly from B/C leaving space for ambiguity. As well, there are no standardized text formulations to report a reason for sounding termination. It might be better to use Code Table 0 35 035 instead leaving a possibility to use 2 05 Y when 0 35 035 = 30 (Other)

5. Including additional metadata is hardly possible if data are produced and collected in traditional TEMP codes 

5. According to B/C 25.11 including additional meta-data to upper-air BUFR reports is, in fact, optional. This is a source of criticism from upper-air equipment manufacturers which complain of different requirements from various Members. There is also a criticism from upper-air equipment manufacturer that “BUFR recommendation are moving so fast”. Thus, it might be too risky to change B/C 25 Regulations during the current phase of the Migration and therefore requires careful discussion.

PROPOSAL
1. Recognize the usefulness of extending composition of additional metadata descriptors to be included to upper-air BUFR report beyond TM309052.
2. Consider replacing using 2 05 Y with 0 35 035 for reporting reason for termination.
3. Amend existing B/C 25 Annex II with more additional metadata.

4. Consider various possibilities of extending composition of additional metadata and promote their usage:
a. Amend B/C 25.11 with text encouraging data producers report additional metadata “It’s recommended to include additional information to reports as applicable if reports are produced as native
 BUFR”.
b. Apply to manufacturers via HMEI encouraging them implementing including additional metadata.
c. Continue considering B/C Annex II as optional and leave decision on including additional metadata and defining their composition to the national/regional level
d. Cancel items 2-3 and postpone a decision until the Migration complete.
� To be defined elsewhere





