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Summary and Purpose of Document
This document presents draft recommendations to the extraordinary session of the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS Ext. (14)).
_______________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to review the draft recommendations to be submitted to the extraordinary session of CBS with a view to approval.
REFERENCE:

1.
Report of the sixty-second session of EC
2.
Report of the first meeting of IPET-DRMM (Tokyo, July 2013)
3.
Procedure for amending the Manual on Codes (updated in July 2013)
ANNEXES:
1.
Draft recommendation on procedures for amending the Manual on Codes

2.
Draft recommendation on amendments to the Manual on Codes
DISCUSSIONS
1.
The first meeting of IPET-DRMM has agreed the draft recommendation to the Executive Council (EC) with respect to authorizing use of the procedure for adoption between CBS sessions for amending the aeronautical codes in the Manual on Codes (WMO-No. 306)).  It is shown in the Annex I for reference.
2.
The meeting has also approved the amendments to the "regulations for reporting traditional observation data in TDCF: BUFR or CREX" (Section d, Part C of the Manual on Codes) to be approved through a CBS session in consideration of the fact they have impacts to the existing reporting practices.
3.
The meeting is invited to review the draft recommendation in Annex II, which has been drafted on the amendments agreed by the IPET-DRMM-I.

Draft Recommendation (CBS Ext. (14))

AUTHORIZING USE OF THE PROCEDURE FOR AMENDING THE MANUALS BETWEEN CBS SESSIONS IN RESPONSE TO AMENDMENTS TO ICAO ANNEX 3

THE COMMISSION FOR BASIC SYSTEMS

Noting that responsibility for updating the regulations for exchanging meteorological information of relevance to international civil aviation is shared between the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO);

Noting further:

(1)
that the pertinent technical regulations of the ICAO are documented in ICAO Annex 3 and that the WMO Technical Regulations, Volume II (WMO No. 49) has the same content as ICAO Annex 3;

(2)
that the sixty-first session of EC approved the procedure for adoption of amendments to the Manual on Codes (WMO No. 306) between sessions of the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS) (Resolution 7 (EC-LXI));

(3)
that in paragraph 3.5.2.1 of its final report the sixty-second session of EC (EC-LXII) requested the CBS to limit amendments for adoption between CBS sessions to those that had no operational impact or financial burden on Members;

(4)
that the schedules for decision making sessions of the ICAO Council and the WMO CBS are not synchronized, such that decisions by the ICAO Council may need to be implemented before the next session of the CBS;

(5)
that amendments adopted by the ICAO Council will have operational impacts for those (WMO) Members that are also (ICAO) Contracting States and that the amendments may consequently place a financial burden on such Members;

(6)
that Members who are also Contracting States to the ICAO will have been consulted by the ICAO in the preparation of Amendments to ICAO Annex 3;

Recommends that Executive Council authorizes the CBS to use the procedure for adoption of amendments between CBS sessions for changes to the Manual on Codes (WMO No. 306), the Manual on the Global Telecommunications System (WMO No 386) and the Manual on the WMO Information System (WMO No. 1060) that are required to support the implementation of Amendments to ICAO Annex 3.
Draft Recommendation (CBS Ext. (14))

Amendments to the Manual on Codes (WMO-No. 306), Volume I.2
THE COMMISSION FOR BASIC SYSTEMS

Noting: 

(1)
Resolution 1 (Cg-XVI) – World Weather Watch Programme for 2012–2015, 

(2)
Resolution 4 (Cg-XVI) – Report of the Extraordinary Session (2010) of the Commission for Basic Systems Relevant to Technical Regulations Concerning the Global Telecommunica-
tion System, Data Management and the WMO Information System, 
(3)
The Manual on Codes (WMO-No. 306), Volume I.2, 
(4)
The report of the First Meeting of Inter-Programme Expert Team on Data Representation Maintenance and Monitoring (Tokyo, July 2013), 
Considering the urgent requirements for correct reporting of height and amount of clouds, which have not been specified by the regulations for reporting traditional observation data in TDCF,
Recommends that the amendments to the regulations for reporting traditional observation data in TDCF, as defined in the annex to the present recommendation, be adopted for implementation from 4 November 2015,
Requests the Secretary-General to arrange for the inclusion of these amendments to Volume I.2 of the Manual on Codes, 

Further requests the Secretary-General to notify the amendments through the WWW Operational Newsletter so that Members can incorporate them in relevant software when it is possible to meet the urgent requirements; 

Authorizes the Secretary-General to make any consequent purely editorial amendments to the Manual on Codes – Volume I.2. 
 

Annex to Recommendation xx (CBS Ext. (14))
AMENDMENTS TO REGULATIONS FOR REPORTING TRADITIONAL OBSERVATION DATA IN TDCF: BUFR OR CREX
Add new regulations:
B/C 1.4.4.4.4, B/C 5.4.4.4.4 and B/C 10.4.4.4.3
If synoptic data are produced in BUFR or CREX by conversion from a TAC report, the following approach shall be used: Height of base of the lowest cloud 0 20 013 shall be derived from the hshs in the first group 8 in section 3, i.e. from the hshs of the lowest cloud. If and only if groups 8 are not reported in section 3, 0 20 013 may be derived from h. The lower limit of the range defined for hshs and for h shall be used. However, if groups 8 are not reported in section 3 and h = 9 and Nh ≠ 0, then 0 20 013 shall be 4000 m; if groups 8 are not reported in section 3 and h = 9 and Nh = 0, then 0 20 013 shall be 8000 m.
Add items (d), (e) and (f) in the regulations below:

B/C 1.4.4.3.1, B/C 5.4.4.3.1 and B/C 10.4.4.3.1
(d)
If no clouds are observed (clear sky), then the cloud amount shall be reported as 0.

(e)
If sky is obscured by fog and/or other meteorological phenomena, then the cloud amount shall be reported as 9.

(f)
If cloud cover is indiscernible for reasons other than fog or other meteorological phenomena, or observation is not made, the cloud amount shall be reported as missing. 
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