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_______________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
This document summarizes the initial proposals for amendments to the ICAO Annex 3 relating to the alphanumeric codes which would form a part of Amendment 77 with intended applicability in November 2016.
_______________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
To note the information provided.
DISCUSSIONS
Initial proposals to amend the ICAO Annex 3 are being considered through papers prepared for the Meteorology Divisional Meeting, to be held 7 to 18 July 2014 in Montreal, Canada conjointly with the fifteenth Session of the WMO Commission for Aeronautical Meteorology (CAeM). Further amendment proposals are also being made by the ICAO Aerodromes Panel in relation to a unification of the reporting practices for runway surface conditions which would have an effect on the METAR/SPECI codes FM15 and FM16. It should be noted that these proposals have not been fully considered through the ICAO process and will be subject to State consultation in due course. The information provided is intended to provide advance notice of the issues being considered.
Should these changes be adopted then ICAO would have no further requirement for Code Tables 0366, 0519, 0919 and 1079.

FM 15–XV METAR
Aerodrome routine meteorological report (with or without
trend forecast
FM 16–XV SPECI
Aerodrome special meteorological report (with or without
trend forecast
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15.9.1 Cloud amount and cloud height NsNsNshshshs
…
15.9.1.6
When cumulonimbus clouds or towering cumulus clouds are detected by the automatic observing system and the cloud amount and/or the height of cloud base cannot be observed, the cloud amount and/or the height of cloud base elements should each be replaced by ///.
…

15.13
Supplementary information – groups
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15.13.1
For international dissemination, the section on supplementary information shall be used only to report recent weather phenomena of operational significance, available information on wind shear in the  lower layers and, subject to regional air navigation agreement, sea-surface temperature and state of the sea or significant wave height, and also subject to regional air navigation agreement, the state of the runway.
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