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Summary and Purpose of Document
We report on the delivery of MTDCF-related Training Workshops organized by WMO Regional Association III for Hispanophone States in the Americas. 
_______________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is requested to note the information.
ANNEXES:

   1.
     
DISCUSSION
On November 11-15, 2013, the author of this report delivered a training workshop on the BUFR format and the Migration to Table-Driven Code Forms for several countries of the Regional Association III of WMO. Delegates from RA IV were also present, for a total of about 22 participants from 17 states. The workshop was held in Montevideo (Uruguay) and was conducted mostly in English with essential Spanish-language support from José Mauro REZENDE (Brazil). The training was delivered at the facilities, and with the kind logistical support, of the Dirección National de Meteorologia.
While the training was welcomed, useful, and successful, the very requirement for such training at this late stage of the Migration, as well as the low level of preparedness indicated explicitly or implicitly by most participants, are significant causes for concern. This is discussed separately in Meeting Document 7.2(4).

WORKSHOP AUDIENCE AND CONTENT

The audience was composed of about two-thirds senior IT analysts involved in observation data processing in their NMHCs. The remaining third were senior meteorologists involved with their respective organization's atmospheric monitoring systems.

The training objectives and themes were :
· Metadata awareness

· Understanding the BUFR format

· Content and purpose of BUFR Tables

· Methods of data representation in BUFR

· Analysis of the WMO BUFR templates for data types SYNOP, TEMP/PILOT and CLIMAT

· Hands-on exercises with the libecbufr encoding/decoding software

· Motivations, mechanisms and plans for the migration to table-driven code forms.

· BUFR bulletin headers and data communication considerations (presenter: Jose Mauro REZENDE)

The States which sent participants were: Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Mexico, Peru, Paraguay, Uruguay and Venezuela. As funding for the workshop came from a development fund for Spanish speaking countries, invitations were not extended to non-Spanish speaking States.

IMPACT OF THE TRAINING

The workshop had an undeniable positive impact. Participants were thoroughly engaged throughout and came out informed and motivated, although several felt a little intimidated by the task set before them.  As a further positive element, it should be noted that the Montevideo workshop was instigated by RA III management, which demonstrate a concrete awareness and organizational commitment to the MTDCF. Continued training and capacity building would be helpful, as discussed in document 7.2(4).

