
Information Note for Participants
Second Meeting of the WMO Interprogramme Expert Team on Data Representation Maintenance and Monitoring (IPET-DRMM)

College Park, Maryland, USA
The second meeting of the WMO Interprogramme Expert Team on Data Representation Maintenance and Monitoring (IPET-DRMM) will be held from 28 April 2014 through 2 May 2014 in the conference facilities at the NOAA Center for Weather and Climate Prediction (NCWCP) in College Park, MD, which is located just outside of Washington D.C.

The facility address is:

5830 University Research Court

College Park, MD 20740

A local map of the area is available from https://mapsengine.google.com/map/viewer?mid=z1n2i8MzTbpI.kqMAVlVvKEXk, including the locations of the NCWCP facility, recommended hotel and other transportation hubs mentioned below.

The meeting will begin at 9:00am on Monday 28 April 2014.  The meeting will be conducted in English, and all documents and information papers will be prepared in English only.

When you arrive at the building each day, be prepared to show a form of identification to the security guard at the gate on the left side of the cul-de-sac.  Then enter the building through the visitor entrance at the front of the building and proceed immediately to the right to access the conference facilities.  You will not need to pass through the guard checkpoint within the building.

Wireless access will be available within the conference facilities.

1. Accommodations for Participants
Hotel accommodation for participants has been arranged at the Greenbelt Marriott Hotel which is approximately 5 miles (8 km) north of NCWCP.  Daily shuttle transportation between the hotel and NCWCP is included, so it is recommended that participants stay here.   The hotel is also conveniently located less than one mile from the Greenbelt Metro station, which is on the Green line of the Washington Metro (subway) system.

The hotel address is:

6400 Ivy Lane

Greenbelt, MD 20770
A special single-room rate of $149 per night has been negotiated.  This does not include state and local taxes which are currently an additional 11%, nor does it include daily breakfast.  There are several dining options on-site or nearby, including a full buffet breakfast in the hotel at an additional cost of $18 per day.

Each participant must make their own reservation with the hotel via one of the following methods:

a) URL: NOAA WMO IPET-DRMM Room Block
b) Phone: +1-(800)-228-9290 and provide the reservation code “WMO” to the booking agent
Reservations must be booked with the hotel no later than Friday 18 April 2014.  After that date, the hotel will release any unreserved rooms from the negotiated block, and rooms at the quoted price may no longer be available.

Participants staying at the hotel will be met in the lobby at 8:00am on the first day of the meeting (28 April) and accompanied via shuttle to the NCWCP conference facilities.

Participants who wish to stay elsewhere may make their own arrangements.  The NCWCP facility is accessible via a short (10 minute) walk from the College Park-U of MD station, which is on the Green line of the Washington Metro (subway) system.  Exit the station toward River Road, then cross River Road at the bricked pedestrian walk and turn right to follow River Road until you come to a paved path on the left side.  Take this path directly to the front entrance of the NCWCP building.  A detailed map is available at: http://ftp.nco.ncep.noaa.gov/dmqab/jator/NOAA_Metro.jpg
During peak commute periods (6:00-9:00am and 3:00-6:00pm), a shuttle is also available from the College Park-U of MD station to the NCWCP (M-Square stop #4).  A detailed shuttle schedule is available at:
http://www.transportation.umd.edu/images/Shuttle/Schedules%20pdfs/upComing/109_RR.pdf
2. Travel
Most international flights into Washington D.C. arrive at Dulles International Airport (IAD), but participants may arrive at any one of the three area airports which are Dulles International, Reagan National (DCA), or Baltimore/Washington International (BWI); distances from the airport to the Greenbelt Marriott hotel are approximately 33 miles (53.1 km), 22 miles (35.4 km) and 20 miles (32.2 km), respectively.
Daily transport to and from the hotel to NCWCP will be provided, and the College Park Metro Station is less than a mile from NCWCP, so we do not recommend renting a car to travel from the airport to the hotel and suggest using a taxi instead.  The cost for this should be around $40 from Reagan National and $80 - $90 from Dulles and BWI.  An alternative to the taxi is a van shuttle which is available from all three airports and should be about half the cost of a taxi.  This can be reserved in advance at www.supershuttle.com
3. Visa Requirement
Participants who require a visa to enter the USA should make arrangements as soon as possible through the U.S. embassy located in their country.  If an invitation letter is needed to facilitate obtaining your visa, please inform Jeff Ator (email: Jeff.Ator@noaa.gov, phone +1-301-683-3912) as soon as possible and a letter will be provided to you.
4.       Building Tour

At some point during the week we are planning to offer a tour of the NCWCP for all of the participants, including a visit to the 24x7 operations floor.  In order to arrange access to this and other secure areas of the building, any participants wishing to join the tour must provide the following information ahead of time for clearance:
· Full name (Last, First, Middle)

· Date of Birth (Day, Month, Year)

· Place of Birth (City/State and Country)

· Passport Number and Issuing Country

· Country of Citizenship (list all if more than one)

· Country of Permanent Residence

Please remit this information to the attention of Jeff Ator as soon as possible, either by phone +1-301-683-3912 or by fax +1-301-683-3870.  We must receive this information no later than Sunday 13 April 2014 to provide enough lead time for the clearance.
5. Time Zone

The time in Washington D.C. is UTC -4 hours

6. Electricity

Electricity in the USA is at 115V, 60Hz. 

7. Climate

The climate in the Washington D.C. region for April is as follows:

Average high temperature: 67 °F (19.4 °C)

Average low temperature: 47 °F (8.3 °C)

Rainfall: 3.06 inches (77.7 mm)

8. Local Contact point

For any further information, please contact:

Jeff Ator
Jeff.Ator@noaa.gov (email)
+1-301-683-3912 (office)
+1-301-683-3870 (fax)


