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COLLABORATION WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS AND TECHNICAL BODIES
Collaborative implementation of amendments to the Manual on Codes
Submitted by the Secretariat
_______________________________________________________________________

Summary and Purpose of Document
This document presents a proposal for collaborative implementation of amendments to the Manual on Codes (WMO No. 306) in compliance with the ICAO Annex 3.
_______________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to approve the draft recommendation to the WMO Executive Council.
REFERENCES:

   Abridged final report with resolutions of Executive Council (WMO-No. 1059)
ANNEX:

   Draft Recommendation (CBS Ext. (14))

DISCUSSIONS
1.
The sixty-first session of the Executive Council (Geneva, June 2009) approved a new procedure for adoption of amendments between CBS sessions (Resolution 7 (EC-LXI)), which was with effect from 1 July 2009.  This new procedure has brought a great flexibility on amending the Manual on Codes, in particular for aeronautical codes that require collaborative implementation with ICAO.
2.
The sixty-second session of the EC (Geneva, June 2010) invited the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS) to ensure that the amendments implemented under the procedure for adoption of amendments between CBS sessions are "limited to those that do not create an additional financial burden on Members nor pose operational problems" as extracted below.
3.5.2.1
...


The Council invited the CBS to consider extending this procedure for adoption of amendments between CBS sessions to other Manuals, such as the Manual on the GDPFS and the Manual on GTS, ensuring that the amendments implemented under this procedure are limited to those that do not create an additional financial burden on Members nor pose operational problems.

3.
Amendments to the Manual on Codes (WMO No. 306), which are consequential to an Amendment to ICAO Annex 3 (WMO Technical Regulations, Volume II (WMO No. 49)), are in many cases those stated in the paragraph 3.5.2.1 above, that is, create an additional financial burden on Members or pose operational problems.

4.
However, in the most cases the WMO Members and the ICAO Contracting States overlap each other.  If the content of an Amendment to ICAO Annex 3 as well as its date of implementation is approved by ICAO, it means implicitly that WMO Members have approved them through consultation within their countries or territories.
5.
Accordingly, it could be understood that WMO can take the procedure for adoption of amendments between CBS sessions without taking high risks with respect to amendments to the Manual on Codes consequential to an Amendment to ICAO Annex 3.
6.
The same approach should be applied to amendments to the Manuals on GTS and WIS consequential to the Annex 3, if any.
Draft Recommendation (CBS Ext. (14))

AUTHORIZING USE OF THE PROCEDURE FOR AMENDING THE MANUALS BETWEEN CBS SESSIONS IN RESPONSE TO AMENDMENTS TO ICAO ANNEX 3
THE COMMISSION FOR BASIC SYSTEMS

Noting that responsibility for updating the regulations for exchanging meteorological information of relevance to operational civil aviation is divided between the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO);

Noting further:

(1)
that the pertinent technical regulations of the ICAO are documented in ICAO Annex 3 and that the WMO Technical Regulations, Volume II (WMO No. 49) has the same content as ICAO Annex 3;
(2)
that the sixty-first session of EC approved the procedure for adoption of amendments to the Manual on Codes (WMO No. 306) between sessions of the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS) (Resolution 7 (EC-LXI));

(3)
that in paragraph 3.5.2.1 of its final report the sixty-second session of EC (EC-LXII) requested the CBS to limit amendments for adoption between CBS sessions to those that had no operational impact or financial burden on Members;

(4)
that the schedules for decision making sessions of the ICAO and the CBS are not synchronized, so that decisions by the ICAO may need to be implemented before the next session of the CBS;

(5)
that amendments proposed by the ICAO will have operational impacts for those Members that are also Contracting States and that the amendments may place a financial burden on such Members;
(6)
that Members who are also Contracting States to the ICAO will have been consulted by the ICAO in the preparation of Amendments to ICAO Annex 3;

Recommends that Executive Council authorizes the CBS to use the procedure for adoption of amendments between CBS sessions for changes to the Manual on Codes (WMO No. 306), the Manual on the Global Telecommunications System (WMO No 386) and the Manual on the WMO Information System (WMO No. 1060) that are required to implement Amendments to ICAO Annex 3.



ANNEX








