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Summary and Purpose of Document
This document highlights the role of CLIMSOFT in migration to TDCF in the Eastern and Southern Africa Sub Region
_______________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is requested to note and support use CLIMSOFT as an important tool for TDCF migration process in this Sub Region
DISCUSSIONS
The MTDCF process in the East and South African countries has been quite slow. Although initial TDCF training took place in most of the NMS, implementation has been hampered by lack of sufficient tools for data processing. Kenya has made some efforts in developing simple means of migration to TDCF in the Sub Region. This has been achieved through upgrading of CLIMSOFT DBMS with capacity to collect data, encode into TDCF and transmit to GTS. CLIMSOFT development has been a joint effort between Kenya and Zimbabwe with the support of UK Met Office. 
In Kenya CLIMSOFT has been installed in all its observatories thereby providing means of TDCF encoding right from data collection point. Through use of data services provided by the cellular phone networks, data is transmitted into a central database on real time basis. CLIMSOFT has capability to manage data from both manual and AWS stations on real time basis including TDCF operations. There are number of NMS in RA1 that has installed CLIMSOFT for climate services and are now seeking assistance from Kenya to have CLIMSOFT put into TDCF use as well. These countries include Uganda, Rwanda, Malawi and Madagascar. Several others have already indicated interest in the use of CLISOFT in their MTDCF process.
Development of CLIMSOFT has considered the lack of sufficient computing and communications facilities in the Sub Region. It is therefore designed to run on Windows platforms and use Internet for data transmission. It can connect a NMS data processing point to the designated RTC through FTP. As a result BUFR message files get transmitted to GTS. Through CLIMSOFT Kenya has been sending BUFR messages into GTS. Other countries that are likely to have their TDCF BUFR messages circulated in GTS very soon are Rwanda, Malawi and Madagascar
PROPOSALS
In view of the above discussions it is proposed that;
1. Assessment of the major and common challenges hampering MTDCF process in the RA1 be made and then develop immediate and long term solutions
2. The NMHS in the Eastern and Southern Africa Sub Region be facilitated to have workshops that will bring them together to formulate how;

2.1. CLIMSOFT can be implement as a common means of MTDCF
2.2. To develop mechanisms for monitoring data exchange to identify bottlenecks and resolve them.









