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Decisions required

· Methodology for assigning bulletin headings

Assigning Abbreviated Header Lines
Introduction

Abbreviated Header Lines (AHL) are used to describe information exchanged on the GTS. Originally designed for routing messages, they are now also used to define standard filenames for files exchanged on the GTS.

Key to the AHL is the “T1T2A1A2” group. The contents are defined in the Manual on the GTS in Attachment-5. Critically, T1 was originally used to indicate the type of information (for example S indicated surface synoptic observations in TAC), but later its use was extended to include information on the format of the information (for example I indicates information in BUFR). As the number of potential types of information expands (for example there is a requirement to exchange information on space weather using the WIS), and the number of formats increases (for example the use of XML for hydrological information), the method used for assigning AHLs will break down. 
Message and file switch systems use the AHL (or AHL component of the file name) to identify where the information has to be sent. Using the pattern of the AHL (or file name) allows for efficient switching without having to open the file or message to identify its content. Although the contents of a file or message are supposed to be defined in Volume C1, this is not consistently updated and so cannot be relied on, so the systems have not been designed to use an index system for performing the switching.

The current definitions of T1T2A1A2 combine information about the information content and the format of the container for that information. Migration to TDCF provides an opportunity to modify the current practices in assigning AHLs.
Action required

IPET-DRMM has to decide how it will develop an updated means of assigning AHLs (or their equivalent) that provides an indication of the information contained within a message or file. 

IPET-DRMM may wish to designate a lead expert on this topic and task them to liaise with other members of IPET-DRMM and ET-WISC to create a revised approach to AHL for consideration at CBS-Ext(14) so that the broader range of information to be exchanged under WIGOS can be supported.
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