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REGIONAL ASPECTS OF THE WWW COMPONENTS, PWS PROGRAMME AND SUPPORT FUNCTIONS, INCLUDING REPORTS BY THE RAPPORTEURS
Operational Information Service
(Submitted by the Secretariat)

	Summary and purpose of document

This document includes information on the status and development of the Operational Information Service (OIS).




ACTION PROPOSED

The working group is invited to consider the status and development of the Operational Information Service (OIS).  The working group may in particular wish to invite RA III Members to keep reviewing and updating the operational information (see in particular action proposed in paragraphs 4 to 9).

_________

DISCUSSION

1. The objective of the Operational Information Service (OIS) is to collect from, and distribute to WMO Members and WWW Centres a detailed and up-to-date information on the facilities, services and products made available in the day-to-day operation of the WWW. 

2. The following operational information is posted on the WMO server under http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/ois/ois-home.htm:
· WMO No. 9, Volume A - Observing Stations 

· Catalogue of Radiosondes and upper-air wind systems in use by Members 

· Regional basic synoptic and climatological networks 

· WMO No. 9, Volume C1 - Catalogue of Meteorological Bulletins 

· WMO No. 9, Volume C2 - Transmission programmes 

· Routeing catalogues of bulletins 

· Monitoring Reports (quality and quantity)

· WMO No. 9, Volume D - Information for Shipping 

· WMO No. 47 - International List of Selected, Supplementary and Auxiliary ships 

· Operational Newsletter on the World Weather Watch and Marine Meteorological Services 

· Additional data and products as defined in Resolution 40 (Cg-XII)
Best practices for the management of the operational information are available from the WMO server (see http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/ois/Operational_Information/BestPractices_en.html)
3. The WMO Fifteenth Congress (Geneva, 2007) noted that some parts of the operational information were not completed or timely updated by Members, and agreed that such deficiencies hampered the management, including the monitoring of the operation, of the World Weather Watch. The overall efficiency of the Operational Information Service (OIS) is dependent on the prompt notifications of changes and updated information from NMHSs.
4. WMO Publication No. 9, Weather Reporting, Volume A (Observing stations) contains a complete list of all the surface and upper-air stations in operation, which are used for synoptic purposes.  Following the adoption of Recommendation 1 (CBS-EXT. (06)) and approval of Resolution 10 (EC‑LIX) to establish a standard reference system to be used for both horizontal and vertical position of weather observing stations, the WMO Secretariat initiated the modification of the Publication to accommodate station coordinates with higher precision. The Secretariat will shortly implement the revised version and Members will be notified of the changes with a request for updated information of their stations in accordance to the new specifications.  The meeting may wish to propose inviting the RA III Members to update Volume A accordingly.

5. Following the recommendation of CBS and the concurrence of the Presidents of Regional Associations, Lead Centres have been established by CBS for Quality Monitoring of land surface observations in all Regions.  The Lead Centres produce six-monthly consolidated lists of suspect stations (stations reporting erroneous data).  The WMO Secretariat regularly monitors these quality monitoring reports and Members with suspect stations are advised to make an investigation and correct any possible cause of error in accordance with para 22 of Attachment II.7 of the manual on the GDPS (WMO-No. 485).  Regular reports are available from all of the Lead Centres except the contribution from the RA III nominated Regional Specialized Meteorological Centre (RSMC) Buenos Aires. The meeting may wish to invite the RSMC in Buenos Aires to fully implement the procedures for preparing these quality monitoring reports, and to make them available to the WMO Secretariat.  
6. In accordance with the Manual on the GTS, WMCs/RTHs on the MTN are responsible for maintaining the catalogue of meteorological bulletins as regards bulletins issued from the zone for which they are responsible for the collection, exchange and distribution of data, as given in paragraph 1, Attachment I–3, and also including data from the Antarctica, as appropriate. WMCs/RTHs on the MTN may share their responsibility with the RTHs (not on the MTN) included in their zone of responsibility through regional arrangements. The last update of the catalogue of meteorological bulletins was received by the Secretariat on 6 December 2009 from RTH Brasilia and on 21 March 2005 From RTH Buenos Aires. The meeting may wish to invite the RTHs on the MTN in Region III, in particular RTH Buenos Aires to review and update as necessary the catalogue of meteorological bulletins.
7. Volume C2 of WMO Publication No. 9 contains the transmission programmes of the distribution systems of the GTS (satellite distribution systems, RTT and radio-facsimile broadcasts).  In order to avoid unnecessary duplication of information, in particular with Volume D and routeing catalogues of RTHs, CBS-EXT.(02) agreed that Volume C2 should contain the identification and the technical specifications of each data distribution system and a summary of the transmission programmes. The Secretariat invited Members operating the GTS centres concerned to include the lists of bulletins transmitted through distribution systems in their routeing catalogues and to continue providing updates on data distribution systems as well as a summary of the transmission programmes in an electronic format to be included in Volume C2.  The status of Volume C2 for Region III is given in Table A. Several entries appear obsolete. The information contained in Volume C2 relevant to Region III is not satisfactory since its content is not presented in the format agreed by CBS and parts of the content are obsolete or incomplete. The meeting may wish to propose inviting the RA III Members to update Volume C2 accordingly.
8. Each RTH should prepare a routeing catalogue and make it accessible by the other GTS centres, in particular by its associated NMCs. The routeing directory should be updated monthly if possible, but not less than every three months. The status of updating of the routeing catalogues by RTHs in Region III as at March 2010 is as follows:  

	RTH
	Date of last updating

	Brasilia
	7 June 2009

	Buenos Aires
	11 January 2007

	Maracay
	Catalogue not available


The periodicity of updating the routeing catalogues is not satisfactory. RTH Maracay had not made available its routeing catalogue. The meeting may wish to invite the RTHs in Region III to fully implement the procedures for preparing and updating their routeing catalogues, and to make them available preferably from their web sites.
9. The Secretariat quarterly prepares, together with the analysis of the SMM statistics, comparisons between the abbreviated headings in Volume C1, in the RTH routeing catalogues and in the SMM monitoring results and posts them on the WMO server (see http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/ois/Operational_Information/AHLcomparisons_en.html). CBS-XIV (Dubrovnik, 2009) urged RTHs to review the comparisons, identify deficiencies and accordingly update their part of Volume C1 and their routeing catalogue. The meeting may wish to invite the RTHs in Region III to do so.
Table A

Entries in Volume C2 - TRANSMISSION PROGRAMMES
Chapter 1 - 
Data distribution systems via satellites (e.g. FAX-E, MDD, RETIM, WEFAX)

Chapter 2 - 
Radio broadcast of alphanumeric information

Chapter 3 - 
Radio-facsimile broadcast

	Country
	Centre / Service
	DATE OF LAST UPDATE
	Remarks

	
	
	Chapter 1
	Chapter 2
	Chapter 3
	

	BRAZIL
	Rio de Janeiro Naval
	--
	--
	28/10/2008
	Not presented in the format agreed by CBS

	CHILE
	Valparaiso Playa Ancha (Radio Centro de Telecomunicaciones Maritimas)
	--
	--
	2006
	Not presented in the format agreed by CBS

	PERU
	Villa
	--
	2006
	--
	Not presented in the format agreed by CBS

	PERU
	Servicio de comunicaciones navales
	--
	2006
	--
	Not presented in the format agreed by CBS


