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ITEM  2.1
ENGLISH only


STATUS OF IMPLEMENTATION AT RTH WELLINGTON
(Submitted by Kevin Alder, RTH Wellington)

	Summary and purpose of document

This document provides information on the status of Implementation of systems, circuits and future plan at RTH Wellington.



CURRENT STATUS OF IMPLEMENTATION AT RTH WELLINGTON
 
RTH Wellington has one connection to the MTN at Melbourne, operating over the internet. This service has been in place 
	Circuits
	Protocol
	Exchange data type
	

	Wellington - Melbourne
	TCP/IP Socket 
	Message (A/N, Binary)
	Via Internet

	Wellington - Rarotonga
	E-mail
	Message – A/N
	

	Wellington – Niue
	E-mail
	Message – A/N
	HF Email backup

	Wellington – Apia
	E-mail
	Message – A/N
	

	Wellington – Funafuti
	E-mail
	Message – A/N
	HF Email backup

	Wellington – Nuku’ alofa
	E-mail
	Message – A/N
	HF Email backup

	Wellington - Tarawa
	E-mail
	Message – A/N
	HF Email backup

	Wellington - Tokelau
	-
	-
	Not implemented


Radio Broadcasts
Wellington maintains a radio facsimile service, transmitting maritime safety products from Auckland Airport on four HF frequencies. The intended area of coverage for this service is between the Equator and Antarctica, and 155E – 120W. The service is very expensive to operate, but as there are no viable alternatives to replace HF broadcasts for mariners, the service will continue for the foreseeable future.
Satellite Systems
MTSAT, GOES, ISCS reception systems are deployed in Wellington providing access to satellite imagery and the WMO/ICAO WAFS broadcast.
Other Systems

New Zealand operates a RANET HF reception station and Email gateway 50 km north of Wellington, with assistance from the Bureau of Meteorology. The station provides a backup path for island nations equipped with digital HF Transceivers to pass observation bulletins to the GTS via Wellington in the event that their usual communications facilities are unavailable. 

Current Issues

A RANET training course is being considered for 2010, being hosted by New Zealand in Wellington. Although funding has yet to be secured, the meeting is asked to consider the scope and extent of any such training.
Mr Garry Clarke, the New Zealand based technical expert on systems such as RANET retired over a year ago but has continued to provide advice and support on a part time consultancy basis. But with the level of his involvement decreasing, a solution needs to be put in place to provide fully funded support to initiatives such as RANET.

New Zealand would like the meeting to consider proposing a WMO VCP programme to develop a Regional RANET Helpdesk. This would provide day to day support on technical issues that can usually be answered by email or a telephone conversation. At present this work is being carried out unfunded by New Zealand, something that is unsustainable. To assist this we would also request that each country with a RANET system formally appoint a RANET focal point to provide in-country coordination on technical and training matters.

National Networks
The national telecoms carrier advised us in 2006 that X.25 services used in our national observation network would be withdrawn from services in 2008. As a result of this, the infrastructure was modernised, and all AWS sites are now served by GSM/GPRS mobile data platforms, with reporting now being available every minute. In very remote sites DCP platforms communicating via MTSAT have been maintained, providing hourly observations. 
In the last 12 months five IPStar satellite systems have been deployed, three at remote AWS sites including the Chatham Islands (400km east of Christchurch), and two as backup communications at weather radar sites (North Auckland and Canterbury).
Future development at RTH Wellington
New Zealand is currently installing a new message switch facility at its Wellington office. The new system will provide core functionality for a RTH including conversion to and from TCDF. 
It is envisioned that RTH Wellington would be able to offer conversion between TAC and TDCFs for countries within the New Zealand area of responsibility within the established timetable for migration to TDCF.
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