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COMMON ALERTING PROTOCOL (CAP)
	Summary and purpose of document

Some background is provided on PWS activities supporting the distribution of warnings to systems via a common standard (CAP) supported by the telecommunications systems for automatic distribution to affected areas and users. Also discussed is the work towards providing an online database of authoritative centres for various types of warnings.



ACTION PROPOSED

The Working Group is invited to note the information given in this document and consider appropriate measures to further improve PWS-related activities in the Region.

1. WMO and the Common Alerting Protocol (CAP)

Introduction 

The Member nations and territories that comprise WMO are very aware of the need for a standard-based, all‑hazards, all‑media approach to public alerting. Accordingly, WMO has joined with the ITU (International Telecommunications Union) and others in promoting the Common Alerting Protocol (CAP) as the foundation standard for public alerting in societies worldwide.

CAP, formally designated as ITU Recommendation X.1303, is a simple and general format for emergency alerting and public warning. CAP is designed for "all-hazards", addressing weather events, earthquakes, tsunami, volcanoes, public health, power outages, and many other emergencies. CAP is also designed for "all-media", addressing communications media ranging from sirens to cell phones, faxes, radio, television, and various digital communication networks including the Internet. The standard CAP format enables consistent alerts for any kind of emergency simultaneously over many different alerting systems, thus increasing effectiveness while simplifying the alerting task. CAP also facilitates the detection of emerging patterns in local alerts of various kinds. More details on CAP are available at http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/ISS/Meetings/WIS-CAP_Geneva2008/flyer2008.doc 
WMO Congress in May 2007 requested the Secretary-General to improve the exchange of high priority data and products in support of a virtual all hazards network, as a crucial WMO contribution to the effective exchange and distribution of early warning and related data. In June 2008, the WMO Executive Council requested the Commission for Basic Systems to follow up on the implementation as a matter of urgency. And, in June 2009, WMO Executive Council asked the Secretariat, and invited all Members and Regional Associations, to spare no efforts in ensuring that the implementation of CAP benefits all user communities. Members of RA V are invited to participate fully in the implementation of CAP.
2. WMO Register of Alerting Authorities

The WMO Public Weather Services is developing an online WMO Register of Alerting Authorities. This register would provide the opportunity for each WMO Member to identify alerting authorities officially recognized from their perspective, including which categories of alert message are issued, and where on the Internet one could find forecasts and CAP messages. 

In addition to enhancing information exchange among WMO Members, this facility should be very useful for international aggregators of alert messages, such as Google.Org. These intermediaries could subscribe to an associated news feed to stay current with any changes to the register. 
RA V Members are invited to keep the Register of Alerting Authorities updated. 
