RESOLUTION 7 (XIV-RA VI)
REGIONAL METEOROLOGICAL DATA COMMUNICATION NETWORK
REGIONAL ASSOCIATION VI (EUROPE),

NOTING:

(1) 
Resolution 6 (XIII-RA VI) — Regional Meteorological Data Communication Network (RMDCN),

(2) 
The WMO-ECMWF agreement on the RMDCN,

(3) 
The major upgrading of the GTS in Region VI as a result of the implementation of the RMDCN and the large number of RA VI Member countries connected to the RMDCN,

(4) 
The important contribution of the RMDCN to the GTS as a whole, and in particular to the 
Improved Main Telecommunication Network (IMTN),

(5) 
The need to upgrade and maintain the high level of operation of the RMDCN,

(6) 
That the WMO RMDCN Trust fund and its Members' contributions were instrumental in 
assisting several countries in joining the RMDCN and in coordinating matters related to the 
RMDCN,

CONSIDERING:

(1) 
The need to ensure that the RMDCN continues satisfying the GTS requirements in Region 
VI, and contributing to the overall GTS, in particular the IMTN,

(2) 
The need to implement changes in the RMD CN, in particular taking into account the rapid 
development of the telecommunication technology and the services proposed by 
telecommunication providers, as well as evolving data exchange requirements,

(3) 
The need for cost-effective solutions for the connection of the RA VI Member countries not 
yet connected,

(4) 
The need to review, in association with the ECMWF, RMDCN contractual arrangements, as 
required, and in particular prepare a new procurement and implementation, according to 
the current RMDCN contract and the WMO-ECMWF agreement on the RMDCN,

(5) 
The need to continue assisting Members in implementing their connection to the RMDCN 
and coordinating matters related to the implementation and operation of the RMDCN,

DECIDES:

(1) 
To re-establish the Steering Group on the RMDCN, reporting to the president of the 
Association with the following terms of reference:

(a)
To ensure coordination between all RA VI Member countries and other Members 
connected to the RMDCN;

(b) 
To review the matters related to the operation of the transport service of the GTS 
provided by the RMDCN;

(c) 
To maintain close liaison with the Sub-group on Regional Aspects of the Information 
System and Services of the RA VI Working Group on Planning and Implementation 
of the WWW, in particular to keep abreast of the GTS requirements in Region VI;
(d) 
To address problems related to the satisfaction of GTS requirements in Region VI 
through the RMDCN;

(e) 
To make proposals for upgrading the capacities of the RMDCN with benefits for all 
Members countries already connected, and for facilitating the connection of the RA 
VI Member countries not connected;

(f) 
To maintain close liaison with the CBS/OPAG on Information System and Services, 
in particular as regards the contribution of the RMDCN to the IMTN;

(g) 
To prepare in collaboration with ECMWF possible changes in the RMDCN, in 
particular new procurement and implementation in accordance with the RMDCN 
contract;

(h) 
To assist the RA VI Member countries not connected to the RMDCN in joining the 
RMDCN and implementing their connection;

(i) 
To direct the utilization of the WMO RMDCN Trust Fund;

(2) 
That the Steering Group should be composed of representatives from the following 
countries:


Austria


Bulgaria


Czech Republic


Germany


Italy


Lebanon


Lithuania


Russian Federation


Sweden


United Kingdom


ECWF (Observer)

(3) 
That the chairperson may invite experts from centres of other Regions connected to the 
RMDCN;

(4) 
To designate, in accordance with Regulation 32 of the WMO General Regulations, Mr D. 
André (France) as chairperson of the working group;
REQUESTS the chairperson to inform regularly the president of Association of any change in the network or planned evolution, and to submit a report to the Association six months before its next session;

INVITES Members to continue contributing to the implementation and operation of the RMDCN, in particular by contributing to the WMO RMDCN Trust Fund;
REQUESTS the Secretary-General to arrange for Secretariat support for the implementation and operation of the RMDCN.

NOTE: This resolution replaces Resolution 6 (XIII-RA VI), which is no longer in force.
