ROC XVI and RMDCN Task Team, 19-21 May 2010, Prague - Practical Information
(Filll in this registration form and send it by email to Mr. Ladislav Keller)
The Czech Hydrometeorological Institute (CHMI) is situated on the verge of Prague about 60 minutes by public transportation from the city centre. The meeting will be held in the conference room in the headquarters building. The seating capacity of conference room is 35 persons. The address is:

Czech Hydrometeorological Institute (CHMI)
Na Sabatce 17
143 06 Praha 4
Czech Republic
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Public transport and taxis to CHMI 

Taxi

It's better to call for it, not to catch on the street. You may call (+420) 257 257 257

Public Transport

From the centre of Prague to CHMI there are two possibilities. You can take Metro line C to the station “Kacerov” or tram 3 or 17 to the station “Nadrazi Modrany” (railway st.) and then the bus 205 direction Komorany to the terminal station. From here about 200 m by walking. See the map below. 
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Prague in short

You landed in Prague-Ruzyně airport situated about 15 km from the city centre on the north-western suburbs of Prague. To get to your hotel you have two possibilities: public transportation or taxi. 

BUS from Airport to City Centre - Hotel 
You can find the municipal bus No. 119 stop right in front of your arrival terminal. You can buy the 26,- CZK ticket valid for 75 minutes either inside of the arrival hall at the information desk or outside at the automatic machine. You need Czech crowns to pay for your ticket! You need to validate your ticket inside the bus in a yellow stamping machine. You then keep it for eventual inspection. The bus No. 119 will take you to the last stop Dejvicka (about 20 minutes ride). Then you take subway line A to the center (10 minutes ride).

In case you decide to use public transportation for longer time, you can buy tickets with longer validity: 24-hour (100,- CZK), 3 days (330,- CZK), 5 days (500,- CZK). Public transportation in Prague is very reliable and fast, in the center area even faster than using a car. Subway works from 5:00 AM to 12:00 PM. The only thing to watch for is pickpockets!! 

TAXI from Airport to City Centre - Hotel
Ride from the airport to the centre by taxi is a costly adventure. Between 600,- and 800,- CZK depending on taxi company and the distance. Drivers are not always honest, it is better to discuss the price in advance giving the address of your hotel. The official airport taxis accept credit cards, Euros, USD or CZK.

Restaurants
Czech national cuisine is similar to Austrian and German one in the quantity of meat, lard, sausiges and other unhealthy food. The regional specialities are roasted duck or pork with dumplings, goulash, beef in cream sauce and wild berries. Czechs are famous for their beer, several world famous marks (Pilsner, Budvar etc.) but also for their small family breweries (U Fleku, Novomestsky pivovar). Local Moravian red and white wine is also of good quality.

Shopping
Typical Czech souvenirs are Bohemain crystal glass, garnet jewellery, ceramic products, wooden puppets and toys for children.Stores with these products can be found in the touristic area in the center of town (Old town, Wenceslas square, Jewish Quarter).

Cultural life
Prague is a very lively cultural city. Concerts of classical music can be found in almost every church in the Old Town area. Three major theatre houses (State opera, National theatre and Estate theatre) present operas, ballet and drama of world famous authors. Prague Spring Festival of classical music has an outstanding renome.

Currency
The official currency in the Czech Republic is Czech Crown (CZK), accepted everywhere. In the touristic area (city centre, Old town), shops and restaurants also accept Euros. The exchange rate is however not always favourable. The best way is to exchange the money you need for your stay in a bank or withdraw the amount from an ATM machine. Exchange offices sometimes offer attractive rates, but do not tell you the percentage of commission they will keep on each transaction. The rate oscillates around

25,- CZK= 1 Euro. 
To get more information about Prague you can go to http://www.pis.cz or goto tourist's information: http://www.prague.cz/
