WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION

RA VI TRAINING WORKSHOP ON BUFR AND MIGRATION TO TABLE DRIVEN CODE FORMS

(Langen, Germany, 17-20 April 2007)

INFORMATION NOTE

1.
Place and date

The seminar will be held at the Meteorological Training and Conference Centre, Deutscher Wetterdienst, Bildungs- und Tagungszentrum, Am DFS-Campus 4, 
D-63225 Langen from17 to 20 April 2007..

More information about the BTZ (including maps) are available on http://www.dwd.de/en/Zusammenarbeit/Kurse/BTZ/BTZ.htm. 

2.
Working language

The seminar will be conducted in English.

3.
Entry formalities

Participants should check in time with the German Embassy/Consulate in their country if they require visa for Germany.

4.
Accommodation

Rooms will be reserved for participants in the guest house of the Training and Conference Centre (BTZ).  Additional information on the Guesthouse could be found in the annex to this Information Note.

The accommodation rate is 35.50 € per night (but 10 € for participants from countries with emerging economies).  Accommodation costs have to be paid in cash (in €) directly at the conference centre upon arrival or on the day of departure not later than 10 a.m. (no credit cards acceptable).

All meals, coffee, etc. in the Centre can be purchased only by means of an electronic money card (worth 10 € deposit Participants could refill the money card by 5, 10, 20 or 50 € bills.  Any credit left on the card will be paid out.

5.
Currency exchange

Currency can be exchanged at the Frankfurt airport as well as local banking institutions. Banking hours of the nearby "Sparkasse Langen" (Robert-Bosch-Strasse 20) are Monday to Friday 8.00 to 12.30, 14.00 to 16.30 hrs.

6.
Transportation

Arrival by car

The town of LANGEN (Hessen) is about 20 km south of Frankfurt Airport on motorway A 5 and the main Frankfurt-Mannheim railway line. 

In LANGEN the BTZ is integrated into the building of the Academy for Air Traffic Control (Flugsicherungsakademie, DFS). The site lies northwest of the town centre on the outskirts of the Neurott part of the town (look out for the signs "DFS", "ATC", and "Fachhochschule"). In case you are using car navigation systems please use the following address of the Achat hotel, which is close to our facilities:

Robert-Bosch-Straße 58

63225 Langen

Parking is possible in the multi-storey car-park No. 3 of the DFS. Visitors and course participants without a parking identity card please report via the intercom ("Rufanlage") at the barrier ("Schranke") at the entrance to the car park.

Arrival by air

The taxi fare from the airport to the BTZ is about 30 €. 

There is a cheaper possibility (12€  - free for hotel guests) by using the mini bus of the nearby hotels. Shuttle bus transfer from Monday - Friday: 6.00 a.m. - 10.30 p.m.; Saturday, Sunday and public holidays: 7.00 a.m. - 9.30 p.m. Departure half past the hour from the airport at Terminal 1 (bus stop at Arrivals A1) and Terminal 2 (bus stop at Arrivals D/E 3). Get off the bus at the Achat hotel, which is closer to the BTZ. 

Please check

http://www.frankfurt-langen.steigenberger.de/aw/Hotels/Steigenberger_Hotel_Frankfurt-Langen/Deutsch/Hotelinformationen/~bryj/Lage_Anreise/
and contact for Reservations phone +49 6103 / 972-509 or

frankfurt-langen@steigenberger.de
Public transport:

When arriving by plane at Frankfurt/Main Airport (FRA/EDDF), you can take the 
S-Bahn (Metro, local train) from station "Regionalbahnhof", which is in the basement of Terminal 1.  If you arrive at Terminal 2, please take the “Skytrain Shuttle“ to Terminal 1 and follow the signs.

S-Bahn S 8 leaves Frankfurt Airport at regular intervals in the direction of "HANAU" or “OFFENBACH” via Frankfurt.

Please change at the station "Ostendstrasse" to take S-Bahn S 3 or S 4 for “LANGEN” (direction of "Darmstadt") – you don’t need to change platform !
There are ticket machines in the Airport station's entrance hall and on the platform. It should work as follows:

1. Enter type of ticket ("Einzelfahrt" (single) or, if requested, "Tageskarte" (day ticket)

2. Enter code-number 3501 for destination Langen (Hessen) Flugsicherung
3. Maybe there are two routings - confirm: via Hauptbahnhof
4. Put in money (should be about 3,50€)

Timetables could be consulted at: http://www.rmv.de/  or  http://www.rmv.de/coremedia/generator/RMV/Sprachen/SPRACH__ART__en.html
with instructions in English on how to buy tickets. 

· Frankfurt/Hbf

· Taunusanlage

· Hauptwache

· Konstablerwache

· Ostendstrasse

· Frankfurt/Süd

· Stresemannallee

· Louisa

· Neu-Isenburg

· Dreieich-Buchschlag

· Langen-Deutsche Flugsicherung

(get off here!!)

· Langen

· Egelsbach

· Erzhausen

· Wixhausen

· Arheilgen

·
Darmstadt/Hbf

The BTZ can be reached on foot in about 5 minutes from the station; there are different possibilities how to walk – we recommend the following:

· After leaving the S-Bahn turn right into the direction of the hotel "Achat" (the street name is “Robert-Bosch-Straße”)

· From Achat you see a multi-storey car park-house

· After passing the entering of the parking house and the security (revolving) door of the campus, please turn left

· Pass the red-brown BULL building (on your left) and go around the building with the observation platform on top

· Behind this wing of the building turn right to the main entrance of the BTZ

· Please go to the reception for accommodation registration.

.

7.
Registration

Registration of the participants will take place in the morning of 17 April at the Training Centre.

8.
Climate in April 

Some meteorological parameters for the month are listed below:

Mean monthly air temperature
9.2°C

Absolute maximum of air temperature
27.4C

Absolute minimum of air temperature
-6.3C

Mean monthly precipitation amount
58.2 mm

Mean monthly duration of sunshine
162.6 hours

9.
Additional information

Should you require further information regarding the meeting, please contact: 

Mr Hans Bauer

Principal, Trainings and Conference Centre of the German Meteorological Service

Am DFS-Campus 4

D-63225 Langen, Germany 

Tel: +49 (0) 61 03 707-5401

Fax: +49 (0) 61 03 707-5403

E-mail: hans.bauer@dwd.de
Guesthouse

The guest rooms are equipped with bed-linen and towels. There is a small kitchen for making tea or coffee. Breakfast, lunch and dinner are available in the canteen, snacks in the cafeteria. As a rule the rooms do not have telephone or television. There are a number of recreation facilities.

	Moving into the guesthouse 

	Keys, identity cards 
	Your room key will also open the main doors to the guesthouse, the door in the fence to the woods and the door to the bicycle stands in front of Block D (locked and connected to the alarm system from 11.00 p.m. to 6.00 a.m.).
Please inform reception of your car registration number upon check in. 

	Room hand over
	The room will be available from 12 noon on the day of arrival. The proper state of the room and furniture is to be confirmed at the reception desk in writing. There is an inventory record in each room. Please report any complaints immediately to the guesthouse management. Later complaints cannot be accepted.

	Parking, bicycles
	Please park your car in the multi-storey car-park. Your parking identity card authorises you to park there. Visitors are given access after registration at the porter’s lodge.There are special areas marked for motor cycles. It is possible to park in front of the building for up to one hour to load and unload with special parking authorisation (access via the Heinrich-Hertz-Strasse). Bicycles may only be left in the bicycle stands provided.

	Bed-linen, towels
	Bed-linen and towels are part of the inventory. Bed-linen is changed once a week, towels twice a week. The washing and drying of clothes is not permitted in the rooms. Washing machines and driers are available in Rooms D.1.33 and D.1.35 of the guesthouse. Coins for their operation can be bought in the cafeteria and cost € 2. – each.


You will need also the electronic money card for your coffee breaks. The amount can be stocked up in the machines in the foyer. The card is to be given back at the end of the seminar.

	Canteen, Cafeteria

	Manager
	The catering facilities are managed by a tenant.

	Use of catering facilities 
	The catering facilities may be used only by members of the DFS, the LBA, the DWD and the local federal authorities.

	Opening times 

Restaurant Unternehmenszentrale 
	Breakfast: Monday to Friday 6.30 a.m. – 10.00 a.m.
Lunch: Monday to Friday: 11.00 a.m. – 2.00 p.m

Dinner: Monday to Friday: 5.00 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.

Saturday to Sunday  08:30 a.m. – 3.30 p.m.

	Opening times 

Cafeteria 

Academia
	Monday to Friday: 7.30 p.m. – 3.30 p.m.

Monday to Thursday: 5.00 a.m. – 12.00 p.m.


