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	Summary and Purpose of Document
This document presents progress on the AMDAR Programme in Japan.




ACTION PROPOSED


The Panel is invited to note the information contained in the document.

__________________

Status Report on AMDAR Programme in Japan

1. Since April 2003, the Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA) has been receiving AMDAR weather data from aircraft in the Japanese domestic airspace from the two Japanese airlines, All Nippon Airways (ANA) and Japan Airlines (JAL).  While ANA airplanes report observation data only in level flight, JAL airplanes report during all the flight phases including ascent and descent.

2. Approximately 15,000 reports are collected from 200 aircraft per day over Japan via the VHF data link.  The data are generally of satisfactory quality, except for a small number of aircraft that show a large temperature bias.

3. JMA started to disseminate AMDAR data operationally in April 2006 and also in the BUFR format from December 2006, in which QNH-corrected altitudes are converted to flight level.  JMA discontinued dissemination of FM42 format in September 2007.
4. Temperature and wind AMDAR data are used to make the initial field of the Mesoscale Model as well as the Hourly Analysis which is a real-time product to monitor the atmospheric condition.  The data make positive impacts on both products.  Wind data are also used to make the initial field of the Global Spectral Model.
_____________________



















