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	Summary and Purpose of Document

This document presents the AMDAR Training Sub-Groups activities and plans.




ACTION PROPOSED

The Panel is invited to note the information contained in this document.

_________________
AMDAR Panel Training Activities Report
1. In the 2nd Distance Learning Aviation Course (DLAC2), Producing Customer-Focused TAFs, aircraft observations play an important role as data sources in case studies which are designed to reinforce the subject matter taught in the training modules.  
2. In Module 2, “Writing TAFs for Convective Weather”, the use of aircraft data is promoted to help forecasters determine atmospheric stability, especially regarding convective inhibition due to mid level capping inversions.  AMDAR data often show that a mid level cap is sufficiently strong to inhibit convection, despite model predictions to the contrary.
3. Module 4, “Writing TAFs for Winter Weather”, features aircraft observations being used to determine a changeover in winter precipitation type.  Data from aircraft in proximity to Cedar Rapids, Iowa when compared to model forecast soundings valid for the same time, show the atmosphere actually to be warmer than the model forecast predicted.  This allowed the forecaster to adjust the time of transition form snow to freezing rain.
4. For a snow situation at Las Vegas, Nevada, aircraft soundings were used to monitor low-level dry air (promoting evaporative cooling) and the height of the freezing level during the event. More information on DLAC training can be found at:
http://www.meted.ucar.edu/dlac/website/index.htm.

5. The CAeM Expert Team on Education and Training wishes to promote AMDAR by linking the ESRL/GSD AMDAR site to the team’s web site at: http://www.caem.wmo.int/moodle/.  GSD has agreed to this and further coordination between the ET/ET and GSD will be required before the link is established.

6
Initially, the non-restrictive site at http://amdar.noaa.gov/ will be made available.  This site contains an AMDAR FAQ page, interactive forums to discuss AMDAR data usage, reports and meeting presentations, data and sounding statistics and non real-time, functional data displays.  Access to real-time data would be granted on a request, by request basis.

7.
NOAA plans to partner with the Comisión Nacional del Aqua (CNA) to develop an indigenous Mexican national AMDAR program.  The ultimate goal of this effort is to provide more complete spatial and temporal coverage of upper-air meteorological data over Mexico, Baja Peninsula, western Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea.  The plan for bridging this gap in data will be addressed on two fronts:
· using a U.S. air carrier flying into Mexican airports to collect and transmit AMDAR reports;  and
· engaging the Mexican federal/civilian aviation and meteorology/hydrology stakeholders to build advocacy for an indigenous Mexican AMDAR Program.

8. The first part of this multi-year project involves working with a U.S. air carrier which has flights into Mexico, potentially Continental Airlines.  Preliminary contact with Continental Airlines has been made and negotiations are on-going.  Coordination with ARINC will be needed to enable and test the avionics needed to collect and transmit the AMDAR data.
9. The second phase of this partnership is to build support for a Mexican AMDAR Program.  The U.S. AMDAR Program is working with the WMO AMDAR Panel to convene a technical workshop in Mexico will be led by the Panel.  This workshop will bring together CNA meteorologists, the Mexican airlines and the national aviation authority to lay out programmatic roles and responsibilities and answer any questions about the AMDAR program.
10. As well as Mexico other NMHSs that have requested or have shown interest in hosting a Regional AMDAR Training/Technical Workshop include the following countries:


-
Brazil

-
Chile

-
India


-
Kenya


-
Morocco

-
Namibia

-
The Russian Federation
_____________________
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