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DATA-PROCESSING AND FORECASTING SYSTEM

(Submitted by the Secretary-General)
	Summary and Purpose of Document

The meeting is informed that the text has been updated in the Manual on the Global Data-Processing and Forecasting System, Volume II, Regional Aspects, The Antarctic, (WMO-No. 485), according to the adopted RECOMMEDATION 4 (EC/WGAM-VIII). 




ACTION PROPOSED

The session is invited to review the information contained in the document and consider any revisions that would be required. 

______________

Annex:
Manual on the Global Data-Processing and Forecasting System, Volume II, Regional Aspects, The Antarctic
DISCUSSION

1.
EC/WGAM-VIII (2002) adopted RECOMMEDATION 4 for which the Manual on the Global Data-Processing and Forecasting System (WMO-No. 485) has been updated via Supplement No. 2 (VIII.2003).  

2.
The current statement on the Data-Processing Activities and Meteorological Services in the Antarctic, as contained in the Manual on the Global Data-Processing and Forecasting System, Volume II, Regional Aspects, The Antarctic, (WMO-No. 485), is annexed to this document.  



The meeting may wish to review the information contained in the Annex and consider any revisions that would be required. 

______________

Annex 

Excerpts from the Manual on the Global Data-Processing and Forecasting System, Volume II, Regional Aspects, The Antarctic, (WMO-No. 485)

DATA-PROCESSING ACTIVITIES AND METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES IN THE ANTARCTIC

1. It is proposed that data-processing and meteorological service functions be carried out by the following stations in the Antarctic: 

Casey (Davis carried out this responsibility up to October 2003)

McMurdo

Marambio

Presidente Frei

Rothera

2. The functions proposed for stations in the Antarctic providing data-processing and other meteorological services, including services for shipping, aircraft, local operations and research, are:

(a) Preparation of meteorological analyses and prognoses for the whole of the Antarctic or for defined sectors thereof, and making them promptly available to other stations inside or outside the Antarctic;

(b) Preparation of specialized meteorological forecasts for users (marine and aviation interests, traverse parties, etc.), and making them promptly available to other stations inside or outside the Antarctic. Products that may be required should include for the relevant areas and subject to seasonal variation:

• 
Surface analyses with frontal positions and present weather at 0000, 0006, 1200 and 1800 UTC;

• 
Surface prognostic charts showing frontal positions and weather forecast for up to two days and longer where possible;

• 
Local area forecasts in support of remote aircraft operations on request;

• 
Upper-air analysis for 0000 and 1200 UTC for the standard levels (H, W, T);

• 
Uppeer-air forecasts for the standard levels for up to two days and longer where possible (H, W, T);

• 
Swell and wave (sea state) analysis for 0000 and 1200 UTC and forecasts for up to two days;

• 
Sea-ice analysis at about 20 km resolution or better with prognoses for up to two days;

• 
Local sea-ice analyses on request;

• 
Satellite orbital data in the appropriate code form on request;

(c) Preparation and distribution of warnings of dangerous weather conditions for the area for which the station prepares analyses, prognoses or specialized forecasts; products that may be required should include forecasts of icing conditions and other dangerous weather for surface, ship and air operations;

(d) Support for research activities as required.

3. Criteria for inclusion of an Antarctic station in the list of stations proposed in paragraph 1 are:

(a) That the station is willing to carry out the functions indicated in paragraph 2 above to the maximum extent possible;

(b) That the station has, or will have in the near future, the capability of carrying out the functions adequately;

(c) That at least one other station inside or outside the Antarctic requires the processed information available from the station;

(d) That the station should have adequate telecommunication facilities to receive observational data and exchange and distribute processed information with other stations as required.

NOTE: 
It is recognized that the carrying out of these functions indicated in paragraph 2 above is subject to seasonal variations between the austral summer and winter.

