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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM TO THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA  

1.
ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING
1.1
Opening of the meeting

The Coordination Meeting on Antarctic Meteorology and related International Polar Year 2007-2008 (IPY) activities will open on Monday, 21 October 2005 at 10.00 a.m. at the Arctic and Antarctic Research Institute of Roshydromet in St.- Petersburg, Russian Federation.

1.2
Election of the chairman

The meeting will be invited to elect a chairman.

1.3
Adoption of the agenda

The provisional agenda contained in Doc. 1 will, if necessary, be completed by any other item proposed before the opening of the session or during the session.

1.4
Working arrangements

The meeting will work in one committee as a whole. The meeting may also decide on its working hours under this item.  The working language of the meeting is English.  The documents will be available in English only.

2.
OPERATION OF THE EXCHANGE OF OBSERVATIONAL DATA AND PROCESSED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ANTARCTIC

2.1
Status of implementation of the collection and distribution of observational data and processed information

WMO Member countries operating stations in Antarctica are invited to provide updates to the following information:

(
The arrangements for the collection of data from stations included in the Antarctic Basic Synoptic Network (ABSN). 

(
The arrangements for the distribution of meteorological products to Antarctic stations.


The WMO Secretariat will prepare a compilation of the information received in a document for the meeting.
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2.2
Review of the monitoring results

The meeting is invited to examine the results of the last monitoring exercise with a view to evaluating the operation of the ABSN/ABCN and the collection of observational data in the Antarctic.  The meeting may wish to propose measures to improve the availability of data from Antarctica, including amendments to the ABSN/ABCN

2.3
Review of the collection of Antarctic data within the Antarctic, their insertion into the GTS and their distribution on the GTS

The meeting is invited to undertake a critical examination of the collection of Antarctic data, their insertion into the GTS and their distribution on the GTS.  It may wish to review the requirements for data exchange and develop proposals for the improvement of the data flow in the Antarctica.  The meeting will be also invited to re-examine the present Antarctic data telecommunication arrangements given in the Manual on the GTS, Volume II, the Antarctic.  The information included in WMO Publication No.9, Volume C1, Catalogue of Meteorological Bulletins will be reviewed.

2.4
Review of the distribution of observational data and processed information required at Antarctic stations

The meeting is invited to undertake a critical examination of the distribution of observational data and processed information required at Antarctic stations.  The meeting is invited to examine the extent to which the performance of the present distribution meets the present and future needs in the region and to advise on suitable means for the reception and distribution of Antarctic data.

3.
REVIEW OF PLANNING AND COORDINATION OF ACTIVITIES RELATED TO THE INTERNATIONAL POLAR YEAR 2007- 2008 (IPY) IN THE ANTARCTIC


The meeting will be informed on the projects proposals related to the Antarctic meteorology that have been submitted by nations, international organisations and groups of scientists to the IPY Joint Committee and their status.   The meeting will be invited to consider ways of coordination of these IPY projects at the stages of their planning and implementation and make recommendations to the WMO Intercommission Task Group on IPY and to the IPY Joint Committee.

4.
CLOSURE

The meeting is scheduled to close on Wednesday, 23 November 2005.

________

