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	Summary and Purpose of Document

The document presents a short summary of activities carried out by Russian Federation in the Antarctic intended as a contribution to the Chairman report.

 


ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to note the information contained in this document when considering recommendations to improve the operation of the exchange of observational data and processed information in the Antarctic, as well as the planning of IPY activities.
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Activities by Russian Federation related to the acquisition and exchange 

of observational data and processed information in the Antarctic

1.
According to January 2006 Special Monitoring Report, all Russian Antarctic stations generated a planned number of SYNOP messages.  The TEMP reports were also completed as expected.  However, stations 89512 and 89592 make one radiosonde launch per day (00 UTC) only, except of special observation periods.  Therefore, during period of special monitoring all radiosonde data from Russian Antarctic stations were distributed on the GTS.
2.
The CLIMAT reports from 89050, 89512, 89574, 89592 and 89606 are obtained successfully.
3.
Arctic and Antarctic Research Institute’s “Antarctic data” working group was created to coordinate data collection, quality control and archiving of operational meteorological information from Russian Antarctic stations transmitted over telecommunicaton channel, and for national climate data base (http://south.aari.nw.ru). 
4.
AARI specialists collect 100 % of current standard surface and upper air information. The collected data from AARI are transmitted to the Moscow World Data Center (RUMS) via a permanent cannel.  This transmission method means that 6-hourly synoptic observations are available through the GTS.  In addition, the routine synoptic observations, provided by Research Vessel “Academic Fedorov” in SYNOP form are being sent when available.
5.
A selected products e-mailed to Russian Antarctic research ship and stations.  These include local weather charts, wind charts, sea-ice charts according to corresponding requests.
6.
Processed information data sets from Russian Antarctic stations are available through the INMARSAT internet connection.
7. Current climate change studies request more detailed meteorological information than available via GTS.  Accordingly, AARI’s scientists prepared a special IPY COMPASS project (Comprehensive Meteorological dataset of active IPY Antarctic measurement phase for Scientific and applied Studies, FP#267) for collection of national meteorological reports with complete sets of standard measurements, including, for instance, extreme parameters values, cloudiness and precipitation additional characteristics, solar radiation data, etc.
8.
During IPY 2007/08 active observation period, COMPASS project the will be realized. COMPASS provides an integrated and interdisciplinary approach to the understanding of impact of Antarctica on the Global climate formation.  The COMPASS Project cluster has the goal of creating a definitive, high quality data set of IPY Antarctic standard meteorological observations for use in climate research and applied studies.  The project results will be available free to the Antarctic community.  The primary source of COMPASS Project data will be the Antarctic manned research stations and automatic weather stations (AWSs) being active during IPY period observations. 

9.
AARI intends to maintain the AWSs at meteorological sites of old Russian Antarctic stations Molodejnaya (89542), Russkaya (89132 ) and Leningradskaya (89567) during the 2007/2008 Antarctic season in support of IPY measurements programme.
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