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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

1. ORGANISATION OF THE SESSION

1.1
Opening of the session


The ninth session of the Executive Council Working Group on Antarctic Meteorology will open at 10h00 on Tuesday, 28 November 2006 at the Arctic and Antarctic Research Institute of Roshydromet in St.- Petersburg, Russian Federation.

1.2
Adoption of the agenda


The provisional agenda, as contained in EC/WGAM-IX/Doc. 1.1, will be submitted to the session for adoption.  The order of the items may be modified and additional items may be introduced, if necessary.
1.3
Working arrangements for the session

The work of the session will be conducted in the English language as a committee of the whole.  Simultaneous interpretation will be provided during the meeting in Russian, although documentation will only be provided in English.  Small working parties may be established as required to consider specific problems or items to facilitate the work of the session.  The working group will decide on other arrangements for the session such as working hours.
2.
REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE WORKING GROUP

The chairman of the Working Group will present his report to the session on the programme of the Working Group as well as the work that has been carried out by the Working Group since its eighth session.

3. REVIEW OF RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE EIGHTH SESSION OF THE WORKING GROUP AND RELEVANT DECISIONS OF CONGRESS AND EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

The Working Group will review the recommendations made at its last session, and approved as resolutions by the Executive Council, in light of action taken thereon.  The session should also consider other Congress and EC resolutions of interest to Antarctic meteorology.

4. WWW ACTIVITIES RELATED TO THE ANTARCTIC

4.1
Observing system


The session is invited to review and revise the basic synoptic network in the Antarctic (ABSN) as well as the state of implementation of the other observing systems, particularly the WCRP International Programme for Antarctic Buoys operated by Members and their plans in this regard.

4.2
Data-processing and Forecasting system

The session is invited to review the distribution of observational data and processed information required at Antarctic stations.  The meeting is also invited to review the extent to which the performance of the current distribution meets the present and future needs in the region, and to make recommendations on suitable means for the reception and distribution of Antarctic observational data and processed information, if necessary.
4.3
Telecommunication system

The session is invited to review the status of implementation of the current telecommunication network in the Antarctic and make recommendations for amendments to the telecommunication arrangements, if necessary.
4.4
Data Management

Under this agenda item, the session is invited to review the status of monitoring of the operation of the WWW including a check on the availability of Antarctic data at various centres and quality control of Antarctic observational data.
4.5
Monitoring of the Sixth Long-term Plan and preparation of the WMO Strategic Plan 2008-2011 related to Antarctic activities

The session is invited to review the status of activities with respect to the Sixth Long-term Plan and begin preparation of the WMO Strategic Plan 2008-2011 related to Antarctic activities.

5. THE ROLE OF ANTARCTICA IN UNDERSTANDING AND MONITORING GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE, INCLUDING THE OZONE LAYER

5.1
GCOS Upper-air and Surface Networks in Antarctica

The session will be informed on the development of the upper-air and surface networks of the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS) in Antarctica.

5.2
Study of the ozone layer over Antarctica

The session will review the state of implementation of studies on the ozone layer over the Antarctic and may wish to consider ways and means to further stimulate observational and research activities in this field.

6.
INTERNATIONAL POLAR YEAR 2007-2008 (IPY):  STATUS OF PREPARATION AND THE ROLE OF THE EC WGAM IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE IPY IN THE ANTARCTIC


The session is invited to review the status of the preparations for IPY 2007-2008, and to define the role of EC WGAM in relation to the implementation of the IPY projects in the Antarctic.

7. CO-OPERATION WITH OTHER INTERNATIONAL ANTARCTIC PROGRAMMES AND ORGANIZATIONS

7.1
Cooperation with the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting (ATCM) and the Scientific Committee for Antarctic Research (SCAR)

The session will be informed of recent activities regarding ATCM-XXIX, which took place in Edinburgh, United Kingdom, 12–23 June 2006, as well as in SCAR-XXIX, held in Hobart, Australia, 9‑‑19 July 2006.  The session may wish to consider ways and means for future co-operation with ATCM and SCAR in improving the compatibility and accessibility of the results of scientific activities in the Antarctic.
7.2
Co-operation with the World Climate Research Programme (WCRP)

Activities regarding on-going projects will be examined as well as activities associated with studies of the influence of Antarctic activities on global climate change.

8.
FUTURE WORK PROGRAMME

Taking into account the accomplishments and aspirations of this and previous meetings of EC/WGAM, the session will outline the future work programme in some detail.

9.
CLOSURE OF THE SESSION

The ninth session of the EC Working Group on Antarctic Meteorology is scheduled to close at 16h00 on 30 November 2006.
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