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General Information for Participants

Venue

The meeting will be held in headquarters of the Arctic and Antarctic Research Institute, located at 38 Bering str., St.Petersburg, Russia, from 28 to 30 November 2006.  All enquires regarding local arrangements should be sent directly to Dr. Sergey M. Pryamikov, E-mail: priamiks@aari.nw.ru, aaricoop@aari.nw.ru
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Accommodation

Two hotels are recommended:

1. “Pribaltiyskaya” hotel  **** star (http://www.pribaltiyskaya.ru)

A single room will cost 80$ for one night including breakfast;

A double room will cost 95$ for one night including breakfast;

Located at small distance from AARI. It will take 20 minutes to go to AARI by foot, and 8 minutes by car. 

Transfer hotel-AARI-hotel (bus or car) will be arranged in case of bad weather.

2. “Moskva” Hotel (http://www.hotel-moscow.ru)

A single room will cost 75$ for one night including breakfast;

A double room will cost 90$ for one night including breakfast;

Located in the centre of the city

Hotel accommodation can be paid by cash or credit card (Master Card or VISA only are accepted). 

Local transportation airport-hotel-airport

A taxi from the airport to your hotel will cost about $40-60. Another option is private transfer (receipt provided).  It will cost about $20 one way for one person. 

Visa requirements

1.
In the case the participants need the official invitation from AARI to obtain Russia entry visa following information is provided

1. Copy of passport pages with personal information (passport number, photo, birth date, birth place, citizenship, date when passport was issued and date of its expiry)

2. Name of institution

3. Position

4. Mail address of the institution

5. Exact dates of staying in Russia 

6. What cities are planned to visit in Russia including St. Petersburg

7. Country, city with Russian Embassy (Consulate) from which the participant will obtain the visa

Note: the official invitation procedure takes 1.5 month.   

It is advisably to send the above information via e-mail (including a scanned copy of the page from your passport containing name, photo and expiration date of the passport to: aaricoop@aari.nw.ru  (with the subject Antarctic Meteorology Meeting) or Fax to +7 812 352 26 85.  The information regarding the date of issue of the visa and the “magic ID number” (required at your Embassy) will be forwarded by AARI to participants so that they can obtain the visa from the Embassy or Consulate in the participants country.

2.
In the case of a tourist visa the participants will stay at the fixed hotel booked by AARI through the AARI tourist Agency. To prepare the tourist visa documents from this hotel will take 3 days and the copy of passport pages with personal information (passport number, photo, birth date, birth place, citizenship, date when passport was issued and date of its expiry) is needed only. 

Money exchange

You are advised you bring some Rubles with you. You may also exchange currency at the hotel exchange service, or use the ATM machine in the hotel lobby. Charges applied depend on your bank, and the local service charges. Normally, the exchange fee runs around 20 rubles per operation (less than one Euro).  The expectable exchange rates in November 2006 are:



1 Euro (EUR) = 34.20 RR



1 US$             = 26.85 RR

Climate

Within this period the average air temperature according to long-term mean data is expected to be -6(C to -10(C at night and -4(C to -0(C during the day. Long-term mean air pressure is expected 1003.4 mbar. For this period winds are north-west and south-west. Wind speed is 3-7 m/s with short-term increase, during the front passing 11-13 m/c.  Events: clouds, breaks in the overcast will give sunny periods. During the cold front passing wet snow and rain is expected.  

Information

For any further information please contact the Local Organizing Committee at the following address:



Dr. Sergey M. Pryamikov

Head of the International Science Cooperation Department

Arctic and Antarctic Research Institute of Roshydromet

38 Bering str., 

St.-Petersburg 199397

RUSSIA

Tel.:  +7 812 352 0096; 

Fax:   +7 812 352 2685

E-mail: priamiks@aari.nw.ru, aaricoop@aari.nw.ru
