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Review of CBS-LC-GCOS-3 Recommendations
 (Submitted by the Secretariat)
Summary and Purpose of Document
This document provides information on recent recommendation agreed by CBS-LC-GCOS.

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to take into account the information provided in the document when discussing the relevant agenda items and formulating recommendations of CBS-LC-GCOS-4.

____________

Relevant RECOMMENDATIONS from CBS-LC-GCOS-1 & 2
1. CBS-LC-GCOS requested NCDC to modify the format of its performance reports to include the country name, and to distinguish between reports received on the GTS and those received by other means.  OPEN 
Need to discuss at meeting the status of this recommendation and, if necessary, agree a revised recommendation as to what can be achieved before the next meeting. 
2. CBS-LC-GCOS requested monitoring centres to modify their performance reports to provide more detail, including the station numbers with faulty reports and specific details of the quality control issues. OPEN









This has been implemented in some of the performance reports, need to discuss whether this is complete or whether there is still more to do.
3. CBS-LC-GCOS noted that whilst impact studies on the effectiveness of individual GUAN stations had been carried out, nothing similar was available for GSN stations. The group requested the AOPC to investigate the possibility of a tool to determine the most important sites, which could also be used to decide location of GRUAN sites.  CLOSED
A ‘network design’ meeting will be held in advance of the next AOPC (April 2014) and will focus on the benefits, impacts and individual station priorities of the GSN & GUAN. This meeting will only be the start of what is likely to be a complex process but it does at least recognise the need review the current network designs. CBS-IPET on Observing Systems Evolution and Design will meet in November 2013 to develop guidance on the observing systems design, including RBCN and GSN and GUAN.
4. Noting that there were differences in the availability of CLIMAT messages between the JMA, DWD and NCDC, the CBS-LC-GCOS recommended that it would be useful to have a single site that held all the reports. NCDC was the GCOS archive centre, so that JMA and DWD should ensure that all reports were copied to the NCDC at the end of each month.  It was noted that the global maps showing receipt of CLIMAT messages were valuable, and JMA, DWD and NCDC were asked if they could all produce maps in a similar format.  OPEN
The lead centres involved are asked to update the meeting on this item. 
5. CBS-LC-GCOS noted that there was an active community that was eager to obtain monthly means as soon as possible after the end of the month, either for climate research, or for issues of public awareness (e.g. record values). For some stations quality control was carried out by a single individual, which on occasion led to delays in message production.  Best practice was for the message to be compiled on station, and for them to get the message out by the 5th of the month.  A corrected version could be sent later if necessary.  The group was also informed that the AOPC had recommended inclusion of parts 3 and 4 in all messages, and that this should include snow depth.  OPEN 
Need to discuss at meeting the status of this recommendation and, if necessary, agree a revised recommendation as to what can be achieved before the next meeting. 
Relevant Recommendations from CBS-LC-GCOS-3
1. The GSN Monitoring Centers are requested to revise their performance reports by re-running them after late arriving data comes in so that the performance reports more accurately reflect the actual receipt of CLIMAT reports. 
      OPEN - The lead centres involved are asked to update the meeting on this item.



2. The GCOS Secretariat is urged to send a letter to operators of stations with long term historical records, especially those in the Antarctic region, to encourage them to maintain the operation of the stations even in light of the current world wide financial crisis.  There is concern that some of these stations might be closed.   
CLOSED – This recommendation has been taken forward by CBS & CIMO in terms of the         EC decision on ‘centenary stations’, as presented under agenda item 3
3. Numerical Weather Processing centers are requested to provide routine data quality reports of the meteorological quality of the reports from GSN stations.  Such reports are provided for the GUAN stations.
CLOSED – This recommendation has been taken forward by WIGOS/GCOS who are working with ECMWF and EUMETNET/EUCOS to provide such information. Examples will be presented under agenda item 10. See also agenda item 11.











4. The GCOS Implementation Project Manager is reminded to send revised metadata information to NCDC following stations renovations.
CLOSED – WIGOS is undertaking the role of defining the future metadata requirements for all observing systems and GCOS Implementation Manager accepts the responsibility for communicating metadata following station renovations. See also agenda item 11 for a metadata standard development by WIGOS.







5. In order to resolve data routing issues on the GTS, the monitoring centers at JMA and DWD are requested to prepare a list on stations that are received at one center but not at the other.  This will permit a more rapid resolution of the GTS routing problems.       CLOSED – See report under agenda item 8








6. In order to address the meteorological ‘quality” of GSN reports both NCDC and DWD are requested to consider the preparation of routine reports from their data processing activities that would identify “inconsistent” reports from GSN stations. 
      OPEN - The lead centres involved are asked to update the meeting on this item.



7. The CBS-LC-GCOS believe that a letter addressed to their “management” from the GCOS Secretariat describing the revisions to the Terms of Reference and including an encouragement to allow sufficient time for the conduct of the duties of this important responsibility would be very useful.  Such a letter should have the endorsement of the AOPC.  

CLOSED – This recommendation has been taken forward in terms of the EC decision, as presented under agenda item 3









8. The Lead Center from NCDC reiterated the need for daily climate reports. The CBS-LC-GCOS suggests this be brought to the attention of the AOPC again.  The current request for this daily data from operating countries has not resulted in a large increase in daily data arriving at the archive.       

OPEN – This was discussed at the AOPC meeting in May 2013 (Geneva), as presented under agenda item 3.






