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Summary and Purpose of Document

This document provides information on activities carried out by the CBS Lead Centre, 
Dirección Meteorológica de Chile
ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to take into account the information provided in the document when discussing relevant agenda items
____________
Activities during 2008-2009 in relation with the role as CBS Lead Center for GCOS in RA III

Background

On the first semester of 2006, the Chilean National Meteorological Service has been nominated by the WMO Secretary General to act as CBS Lead Center for GCOS data for the WMO RA III, with the aim of monitoring the performance and all activities related with the GCOS network in South America. Lead Center activities include contacting national focal points of NMHSs, concerning with CLIMAT and CLIMAT/TEMP data availability and quality issues.
Objectives
The CBS Lead Center for GCOS aims to improve the quantity and quality of GSN and GUAN data, contained in CLIMAT and CLIMAT/TEMP reports exchanged over the GTS, by informing about the GSN monitoring information directly to focal points of the NMHSs in accordance with the proposed terms of reference. Implementation of activities of the Lead Centre should generally follow the procedures for WWW monitoring centres, as laid down in the Manual on the GDPS, Attachment II.7 (WMO - No. 485). 
Summary of Chilean Meteorological Service Lead Center activities and results during 2008-2009

The Lead center continues controlling the functioning of the GCOS stations of the AR III based on the information obtained from the center of Germany, the Deutscher Wetter Dienst (DWD). The results were reported to all Focal Points of the Region every semester, but we did not obtain response from the countries, only Argentina, Ecuador, Peru and Brazil have occasionally responded to the Report. 

The lead center uses the GCOS focal point list of the WMO WWW in case of missing or incorrect CLIMAT bulletins.   RA III members have been asked to consider:

· The nomination of a new GCOS focal point or confirm the ones that already appeared on the list, and to get involved.
· To send a Report about the performance of CLIMAT reports of GCOS stations to Focal Points
The lead center has been in email contact regularly with national GCOS focal points, but no answers could imply that the email list might need to be updated.

Some countries (as in Peru) include in its bulletins stations that do not belong to the meteorological service and do not have control of its activity.
Another problem is that some countries continue including silent or deactivated stations.
Specific Lead Center communication and actions during 2008-2009

Based on DWD monitoring results, the countries with most urgent CLIMAT format problems in 2008-2009 were: Bolivia, Ecuador, Surinam and Colombia. In any cases the contacts with the meteorological Services were not sufficient to obtain improvements in the quality of the CLIMAT

Contact with the focal point from Ecuador in relation with the mistakes in CLIMAT format allowed to start receiving CLIMAT messages in DWD. 

Other points

· It was distributed to the focal points the Guide GCOS-127
· The stations with major problems of codification are Bolivia, Paraguay and Surinam
· The stations that present the major problems in the sending messages are Bolivia, Ecuador, Surinam and Colombia
· It has encouraged the countries to use e-mail when they have problems with the GTS

· Contact to the GCOS focal point of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Suriname concerning silent GSN station.

	Argentina
	Bolivia
	Brazil
	Colombia
	Ecuador
	Peru
	Suriname

	87065 Rivadavia
	85230 Charana
	82353 Altamira

82400 Fernando de Nordana

83438 Itamarandinba

83650 Trindade

83746 Galeao

83842 Foz de Iguazú
	80241 Las Gaviotas
	84279 Maca Aeropuerto
	84444 Chochapoyas
	81202 Nickerie


· The station of Peru belongs to another institution 

· The Station of Ecuador is deactivated from 1993  
On the other hand, Ecuador has proposed the integration of six new stations that is necessary to make official.  They are:

84036
San Cristobal

84050
La Concordia

84132
Nuevo Rocafuerte

84135
Portoviejo

84179
Puyo

84226
Cañar

Recommendations:

The GCOS focal point list is very useful for Lead Center.  However, it needs to be updated to ensure the participation of all countries.  Request from PR to nominate a permanent focal point for GCOS.  
It is important that the centers NCDC/DWD/JMA identify and send to the Lead Center the specific errors that stations are making in the codification.
To create a computer program to be used for all the countries to avoid errors, for example of codification. Chile is working in one program.
GCOS can request to countries a list of stations that can replace silent ones for including in the network for densification. 
To elaborate by the GCOS Secretariat, or other internal WMO office, an educational module where people can learn how to elaborate CLIMAT and CLIMAT TEMP reports, as well as, other aspects of GCOS. 









