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Recent decisions of Cg-XVI, CBS and AOPC relevant to CBS-LC-GCOS
 (Submitted by the Secretariat)
Summary and Purpose of Document
This document provides information on decisions of constituent bodies relevant to CBS-LC-GCOS.
ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to take into account the information provided in the document when discussing the relevant agenda items.
____________

2. Recent decisions of Cg-XVI, CBS and AOPC relevant to CBS-LC-GCOS
Commission for Basic Systems, Extraordinary session, Windhoek, 17–24 November 2010

2.1 The Commission recommends that the Siting Classification for Surface Observing Stations on Land, adopted by CIMO-XV, be promoted as a common WMO and ISO standard. The Commission also recommends that the guidelines for the implementation of the Classification be developed by ET-AWS and used in training courses in the Regions.
2.2 The Commission noted that issues on the reception of CLIMAT messages from the GTS were raised by the GCOS/WCRP Atmospheric Observation Panel for Climate. These were both telecommunication and encoding issues. The Commission urged the WMO Members operating an RTH:

(a) To ensure that the designated RTH focal points can contribute to addressing such issues, in particular in cooperation with the CBS Lead Centres for GCOS;

(b) To review the contents of the catalogue of meteorological bulletins (Volume C1 of WMO-No. 9) and the routeing catalogues, and update them as necessary and promptly.
Executive Council, Sixty-second Session, Geneva, 8–18 June 2010

2.3 
The Council noted the levelling out in the global implementation of the Regional Basic

Synoptic Networks (RBSN) and the Regional Basic Climatological Networks (RBCN) although the implementation of RBSN/RBCN and the availability of data varied from Region to Region. The Council also noted that the sustainability of basic networks in RA I and RA III and the low availability of data from those networks continue to remain an issue of concern and re-emphasized the need to further strengthen basic networks, especially in developing and least developed countries with the assistance of developed countries that could assist in mobilizing resources to support improved sustainability of observations.
2.4 With a view to improving the quality of data from all RBCN stations, the Council appreciated that the nine CBS Lead Centres for GCOS had accepted to extend their terms of reference to include all RBCN stations within their areas of responsibility, in addition to their current subset of GSN and GUAN stations. The Council recognized that great efforts by Members should be made to further improve the data sustainability and availability performance to a satisfactory level to meet service requirements. The Council encouraged Members, in coordination with CCl and CBS, to expand the RBCN and increase availability of data from existing RBCN stations.
2.5 The Council welcomed the development of siting and maintenance performance classifications for surface observing stations on land, which provide support in improving climate observations (See Annex 1). The Council requested CIMO to seek the concurrence of its members to consider further developing these classifications as common WMO-ISO standards as they would help in assessing and improving the quality of data originating from WMO-own, cosponsored and non-WMO observing networks.
2.6. The Council noted that steps have been taken towards a new Implementation Plan for Evolution of global observing systems, as a response to the new Vision for the GOS in 2025 and WIGOS, and to complement the 2010 update of the GCOS Implementation Plan in support of the UNFCCC, and requested technical commissions and regional associations to cooperate with CBS in its preparation.
Sixteenth World Meteorological Organization, Geneva, 2011

2.7. Congress agreed with the Executive Council that it is desirable to integrate all Antarctic networks into an Antarctic Observing Network (AntON) that will comprise all operational stations, all of which should produce climate messages, and adopted Resolution 11.9/1 (Cg‑XVI) - The Antarctic Observing Network (See Annex 2).
2.8. Congress also noted with appreciation that the Manual on the Global Observing System (WMO-No. 544) was reviewed and adopted Resolution 11.9/2 (Cg-XVI) - Amendments to the Manual on the GOS, Volume II - Regional Aspects - The Antarctic.

2.9. Congress approved Recommendation 6 (CBS-Ext.(10)) - Manual on the WMO Information System (WIS) (WMO‑No. 1060) with effect from 1 January 2012. Cg-XVI requested the Secretary-General to make the relevant amendments to the Technical Regulations, Volume I – General Meteorological Standards and Recommended Practices, Section A.3.
2.10. Congress agreed that the WMO Information System (WIS) implementation plan had two parts that would be developed in parallel: Part A – the continued consolidation and further improvement of the GTS for time-critical and operation-critical data, including its extension to meet operational requirements of WMO Programmes in addition to the World Weather Watch; and Part B – an extension of the information services through flexible data discovery, access and retrieval (DAR) services to authorized users, as well as flexible timely delivery services.
2.11. Congress noted with satisfaction the significant progress achieved by Members in implementing WIS. It recalled that 18 Members/organizations entered into the first round of the demonstration process for a total of 13 GISCs and 56 DCPCs. It expressed its appreciation to those Members who have already enabled WIS functionalities and demonstrated these abilities to the sixty-second session of the Executive Council and CBS-Ext.(10). It noted that some of these centres had been in pre-operational mode since May 2010. It accepted the recommendation by CBS on the designation of the initial set of WIS centres, and adopted Resolution 11.4/1 (Cg-XVI) (See Annex 3). Congress requested that after the initial designation of WIS centres, further designation will be performed by EC through the review of the Manual on WIS.
Regional Association Sessions
2.12. New lists of stations of the Regional Climatological Networks approved by the Regional Associations (RAs I, III and V) that held their session since last CBS-LC-GCOS (Geneva, 10-12 November 2009) is available on WMO website: http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/ois/rbsn-rbcn/rbsn-rbcn-home.htm.
2.13. Changes in the Manual on the Global Observing System (WMO No. 544), Volume II - Regional Aspects, have been published in 2010, see:  http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/OSY/Manuals_GOS.html  
Atmospheric Observation Panel for Climate (AOPC) XVI and GCOS Steering Committee XIX

2.14. Both the AOPC and the GCOS SC noted the increased number of CLIMAT reports from several countries (Spain, Germany, Brazil) and welcomed this.  Also noted is the wish to increase the number of reports in the future to include at least all RBCN stations.  They both welcome the willingness of the CBS lead Centers to expand their scope to include all RBCN.
2.15. The procedures to remove silent stations from the GUAN and GSN was discussed and the panel and the committee agree that after a reasonable attempt to contact the member country through the GCOS Focal point and/or the PR, the GCOS Secretariat will write to the member.  If no response in 3 months then the station can be removed in the next change cycle.
2.16. The panel and the committee noted that not all CBS lead Centers are equally active and effective and asked the GCOS Secretariat to raise the issue at the biennial coordination workshop/meeting to determine what might be done to improve the performance of the centers.
2.17. The panel and the committee, in consultation with CCL, asked that member countries submit their input to the World Weather Records on a yearly basis instead of on a 10 year cycle and further that the CBS Lead Centers should reinforce this.  A letter is to be sent to all members requesting this submission and this was further agreed at the WMO Congress.
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