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	Summary and Purpose of Document

The document provides information on the implementation of the RBCN in RA III. It also provides information on the GSN and GUAN within RA III.




ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to note the information contained in this document when considering recommendations on the improvement of data availability from the GSN and GUAN.

_______________

Introduction

The information included in this report corresponds to the functioning of the GSN and GUAN stations of  Region III.  The principal problem that the countries present is the decrease in the number of observations.  This is due to the lack of support from the local governments to accomplish the recommendations of the WMO in regard to the observation program. Is important to emphasize the efforts of some countries as Brazil with regard to the increase of the upper level stations, which have been installed in the Amazonia.  

On the other hand, it is necessary to emphasize the development of some countries which have been deploying automatic weather stations, also in improving the network of telecommunications.    

Regional Basic Synoptic Network (RBSN)

The RBSN is constituted by 435 stations, of which 40 % carries out 8 daily observations.  The availability of SYNOP  reports in average reaches 64 %, of which only 30 % of the reports corresponds to 06:00 UTC, percentage that reflects the decrease of the meteorological activities during the night hours.

Table N°1 shows the situation of the synoptic surface observation network ( RBSN) of  Region the III.

	
	     N° of stations of the 
	 Stations with at least 8   
	Percentage

	
	             RBSR
	  daily   observations
	 

	Region
	2002
	May-05
	2002
	May-05
	May-05

	III
	435
	435
	174
	170
	39%


Table N° 1

Regional Basic Climatological Network (RBCN)

From October 2004, the Regional Basic Climatological Network (RBCN) includes the GCOS Surface Network (GSN) and the GCOS Upper-Air Network (GUAN) stations.

The contribution of the AR III is 374 stations of which 325 emit CLIMAT and 49 reports CLIMAT TEMP.  There has been a significant increase of the availability of  CLIMAT and CLIMAT TEMP messages, reaching 70 % and 65 % respectively in the region.

According to reports of the WWW (May, 2005) the contribution of AR III to the RBCN represents 12.5 % of the reports CLIMAT and 9.5 % of the reports CLIMAT TEMP.

	Region III
	     N° of messages 
	Received messages
	Percentage

	
	May-05
	In regional Centers
	 

	CLIMAT
	325
	226
	70%

	CLIMAT TEMP
	49
	32
	65%


Table N° 2

Global Surface Network (GSN)

The number of GSN stations is 102 that corresponds to a 27 % of the number of stations of the RBCN. Between the year 2002 and the report of May 2005, the number of stations have reduced in about 10 %,this corresponds to 11 stations.  

	Region
	                    Surface Observation

	III
	Number of GSN stations
	Number of GSN stations

	 
	2002
	2004

	Argentine
	34
	23

	Bolivie
	10
	10

	Brezil
	28
	29

	Chili
	10
	11

	Colombie
	5
	4

	Equateur
	5
	5

	Guyane
	-
	1

	Paraguay 
	2
	2

	Perou
	5
	5

	Surinam 
	1
	1

	Uruguay 
	4
	4

	Venezuela 
	9
	7

	Total
	113
	102


Table N° 3

Global Upper Air Network (GUAN)

On the other hand 58 stations continue with the upper level observation program , of which only 15 carry out  2 daily observations (00 and 12 UTC), this corresponds to 26 %, while 59 % only carry out 1 daily observation.

	
	                 N° of stations of the 
	       Observations 
	Realize 1 daily

	
	                              RBSR
	       00 and 12 UTC
	observation

	Region
	2002
	May-05
	2002
	May-05
	May-05

	III
	58
	58
	15
	15
	34


Table N° 3

N ° of Stations that emit information to Regional Centers

	Argentine
	Bolivie
	Brezil
	Chili
	Colombie
	Equateur
	Guyane
	Paraguay
	Perou
	Surinam
	Uruguay
	Venezuela
	Total

	3
	-
	5
	5
	1
	1
	1
	-
	1
	1
	-
	-
	18


Table N° 4

Recommendations

1) Organize regional training seminar on CLIMAT And CLIMAT TEMP  reporting and telecommunication .

2) To obtain support of international entities to assist countries of  the region, for maintaining their stations in operation and  to increase the number of them.

3) Promote meetings among members of the Region III
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