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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM TO THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA

1. ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

1.1. Opening of the meeting


The second CBS/GCOS Coordination Meeting on the Implementation of GSN and GUAN (EMCGG-2) will open at 09.30 hours on Wednesday, 28 September 2005 at NCDC, Asheville, USA.  The purpose of this meeting is to determine how the CBS Lead Centres for GCOS data, in coordination with other groups, can best improve the performance of GSN and GUAN networks.  It will therefore involve review of current and recent activities by CBS Lead Centres and GCOS Monitoring and Analysis Centres, as well as relevant work by other groups, both successes and failures.  The meeting will also make plans and provide appropriate recommendations to CBS and AOPC on further coordinated efforts.
1.2. Election of chairman


The meeting will elect a chairman from among the participants.

1.3. Adoption of the agenda


The provisional agenda, as contained in CBS/OPAG-IOS/CMIGG-2 /Doc. 1.3(1), will be submitted for adoption.  The order of the items may be modified and additional items may be introduced if necessary.

1.4. Working arrangements


The work of the meeting will be conducted as a committee of the whole.  Sub‑groups may be established as required to consider specific problems.  The session and documentation will be in English only.  The session will decide on other arrangements, such as its working hours.

2.
GCOS IMPLEMENTATION PLAN AND AOPC PRIORITIES

The meeting will review the status of the GCOS Implementation Plan, with emphasis on the atmospheric implementation components and taking into account recommendations of EC-LVI and CBS-XIII.
3.
CURRENT STATUS AND RESULTS OF www MONITORING ACTIVITIES


The Meeting will review experience with monitoring activities carried out within WWW from among the stations making up the GOS.  The rapporteurs on Regional Aspects of the GOS will advise the meeting of the status of the RBCN networks in their Region, with

 particular emphasis on the status of the GSN and GUAN networks.  They will also be invited to provide comments on the GCOS Regional Action Plans relevant to their Region.  Following the recommendation of CBS-XIII, the meeting will be invited to consider how the existing arrangements can be used to improve monitoring of CLIMAT and CLIMAT TEMP reports.

4.
monitoring of gcos atmospheric networks and Interaction with countries


GCOS Monitoring/Analysis Centres together with newly established CBS Lead Centres for GSN and GUAN data are carrying out a coordinated function in compiling and analysing the availability and quality of data from the GSN and GUAN stations.  The CBS Rapporteur on GCOS matters will summarize his activities in accordance with the terms of reference and also provide information on the status of the NCDC’s Health of the (GCOS) Network project.  Reports of the CBS Lead Centre for GSN data (JMA) and the CBS Lead Centre for GSN and GUAN data (NCDC), as well as reports from the GSN Monitoring Centre (DWD) and the GUAN Monitoring Centre (ECMWF) and the Hadley Centre will be submitted to the meeting.  The group will be invited to review the above reports and discuss means and arrangements to further improve compiling and exchange of climatological data and making available monitoring results in a timely, effective fashion.  The meeting will also discuss major results achieved and problems experienced since creation of a network of National Focal Points who follow up with appropriate action with the NMHS concerned.  The latest list of Focal Points will be presented to the session.  CBS Lead Centres at NCDC and JMA will report on activities involved in contacting countries for GCOS data and metadata as well as for general problem resolution.

5.
technical support activities

The current status of activities related to rehabilitation/revitalization of selected GUAN and GSN stations through the US Climate Change Research Initiative and support of other countries will be presented to the session.  On-going GCOS Technical Support Projects will be discussed, particularly projects in the Caribbean, the Pacific and in Africa.  

6.
expected IMPROVEMENTS IN generation and exchange of GSN AND GUAN data


The meeting will discuss issues related to the coding and routing of GCOS data over the Global Telecommunications System (GTS), with suggestions for how improvements may be achieved.  Obstacles to data exchange, with potential solutions and a tentative plan for overcoming these obstacles, will be considered.  Plans to establish additional CBS Lead Centres will be discussed.  Information on the establishment of Regional Climate Centres will be presented to the meeting.

7.
conclusions and recommendations for submission to cbs AND AOPC


In accordance with the terms of reference of the CBS Rapporteur on GCOS matters and based upon the results of discussions during the session, the meeting will be invited to develop appropriate recommendations for submission to the next sessions of CBS and AOPC.

8.
closure of the MEETING


The session is tentatively scheduled to close at 13h00 on Friday, 30 September 2005.
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