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Summary and Purpose of Document
The document contains a report of the chairman covering period from ET-AWS-3 meeting. 


________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
No actions proposed

REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN

Since our last meeting ET‑AWS members have continued to monitor the need for updating BUFR descriptors and enhancing proposals for standardizing AWS platforms as well as developing quality assurance standards.  In addition I and other members have reached out to various Commissions in an attempt to secure their participation in reviewing AWS requirements. These platforms have a broad range of data users and each has different needs and expectations from AWS platforms.  This is clearly evident when looking at the disparate needs of user communities such as aviation, marine and climate, as well as within the research and operational communities of each discipline. We have extended invitations to each of these disciplines and are looking forward to their participation.  At the most recent meeting of the Open Program Area Group on Integrated Observing Systems, I met with the ET‑ODRRGOS Chairman requesting that the ET‑AWS be more engaged in their Rolling Requirements Review process. 


Following our session I will present our concerns and recommendations to the chairman for consideration prior to the fourth session of the CBS/ICT/IOS in September 2006.  A number of other issues relating to the integration of system have been touched upon, but more needs to be accomplished.


Following our last session the Commission on Basic Services met and were briefed on our report and recommendations.  The following has been extracted from the final report of the Thirteenth CBS session held in, St. Petersburg, 23 February ‑ 3 March 2005.  The full report is available on the WMO website at :

http://www.wmo.int/web/www/CBS‑Reports/CBSsession‑index.html.

The Commission acknowledged the work of ET‑AWS and took into account the recommendations developed by ET‑AWS, agreeing that:

1. Variables such as irradiance and radiant exposure should be used to distinguish between physical quantities such as power and energy;

2. AWS installations should report both dewpoint temperature and relative humidity to satisfy all data users;

3. Both instrument (Level I) and nominal (Level II) data by AWS installations should be reported and that BUFR/CREX templates should be updated accordingly;

4. Proposed guidelines for AWS quality control procedures be published in the Guide on the Global Data‑processing and Forecasting System (WMO‑No. 305);

5. AWS installation quality control procedures should include a Flag Table for data quality within AWS BUFR templates;

6. The location of AWS installations should be described more accurately by representing latitude and longitude degrees in decimal notation, and with the accuracy of at least 1/1 000 of a degree; also Weather reporting (WMO‑No. 9), Volume A should be updated accordingly.

7. The Earth Geoid Model (EGM‑96) should be adopted as a primary reference for horizontal positioning and GEOID99 as the primary reference for mean sea level determination.

8. The Commission requested the OPAG on IOS to keep the implementation of the above under review.  The next meeting of the IOS is scheduled for this September in preparation for the CBS Extraordinary Session, tentatively scheduled to be held November 9‑16, 2006, in Seoul, Republic of Korea.  I will present the results of our March session at this meeting.  In addition, the Commission invited CIMO to address the above recommendations with a view to include them in the Guide to Meteorological Instruments and Methods of Observation (WMO‑No. 8), as appropriate.  The Commission also reviewed and endorsed the future work program of the Expert Team.

