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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

1.
ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

1.1 Opening of the meeting


The sixth meeting of the Expert Team on Requirements and Implementation of AWS Platforms (ET-AWS) will be opened on Tuesday, 20 April 2010, at 09:30 hours at the WMO Headquarters, Geneva.  
1.2 Adoption of the agenda

The provisional agenda will be submitted to the meeting for adoption.

1.3 Working arrangements
The Meeting will agree on details concerning the organization of its work, including working hours.  The documentation and meeting will be conducted in English only.

2. REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN


The chairman will submit a report on the activities carried out by the ET-AWS since the Fourteenth session of the Commission for Basic Systems, (CBS-XIV), Dubrovnik, Croatia, April 2009, with accordance to the Terms of reference approved by CBS-XIV and the consequent Working Plan of ET-AWS.
3. CONTRIBUTION OF ET-AWS TO WIGOS

The meeting will be informed on the development of WIGOS concept and on the implementation strategy following the Cg-XVI approval in 2011. The expert team will be invited to discuss ways of how ET-AWS would contribute to WIGOS development and implementation.
4. AWS FUNCTIONAL SPECIFICATIONS
The meeting will be invited to consider new requirements for updating AWS Functional Specifications received from other WMO Technical Commissions and Programmes and to approve the updated version for consideration by CBS. 
5. REQUIREMENTS AND STANDARDS FOR A ROBUST AWS SUITABLE FOR LESS DEVELOPPED AND REMOTE AREAS

The meeting will consider the requirements and standards for a robust AWS with special focus to installations in less developed and remote locations. It is expected that ET-AWS will finalize draft Guidelines developed by ET-AWS-5 (May 2008) for consideration by CBS.
6. REQUIREMENTS FOR AWS TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE CALIBRATION AND GROUND TRUTH OF SPACE-BASED OBSERVATIONS
The meeting will be invited to review and finalize a preliminary draft of the Requirements for AWS hosted sensors to contribute directly to the calibration and ground truth of space-based observations developed by ET-AWS-5.
7. GUIDELINES FOR AWS TO ASSIST IN THE TRANSITION FROM MANUAL TO AUTOMATIC SURFACE OBSERVING STATIONS
The meeting will review and finalize draft guidelines and procedures to assist in the transition from manual to automatic surface observing stations developed by ET-AWS-5. Guidelines are to be incorporated into the CIMO Guide.
8. AWS METADATA CATALOGUES
The meeting will review work done so far in the development of AWS metadata catalogues and is expected to agree on an action plan to address this issue. 
9. DEVELOPMENT OF GUIDELINES FOR THE SITING CLASSIFICATION OF AWS
The meeting will be informed on the latest development of Guidelines for the siting classification done through the CIMO WIGOS Pilot Project. It is expected to provide further comments so that CIMO-XV (September 2010) can approve siting classification incorporation into the CIMO Guide.
10. BUFR DESCRIPTORS RELATED TO AWS
The meeting is invited to review BUFR descriptors and propose new ones if needed. It will be informed on the status of the implementation and validation of BUFR template for SYNOP/AWS reporting (including new station identification) and validation of BUFR templates for AWS data from n-minute period and for representation of nominal values. The meeting will make proposals to address the above issues.
11. ADVANCES IN AWS TECHNOLOGY
The meeting will be invited to update a status of advances in AWS technology for consideration by ET-EGOS in the next Implementation Plan for the Evolution of the GOS.
12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Under this agenda item, the meeting will be invited to discuss issues brought forward by the members of the expert team.
13. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CBS-Ext.(2010)
The meeting will develop recommendations to be submitted to CBS-Ext.(2010).

14. WORK PLAN
The meeting will be invited to update its work plan adopted by CBS-MG-10 (June 2009).
15. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION 
The meeting is tentatively scheduled to close on Friday, 23 April 2008, late afternoon. 
