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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
1. Organization of the Session
1.1. Opening of the session
 The seventh session of the Expert Team on Requirements and Implementation of AWS Platforms (ET-AWS) of the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS) will open at 09:00 hours on Monday 16 April 2012 at the WMO Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. While some participants will attend in person, others will participate via tele-conferencing. D/OBS will provide a brief welcoming address to the participants.
1.2. Adoption of the agenda

The provisional agenda, as contained in Doc 1.2(1), will be submitted for adoption. The order of the items may be modified and additional items may be introduced if necessary.

1.3. Working arrangements



The session and documentation will be in English only. Working documents for the session will be available on the WMO Server at: http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/OSY/Meetings/ET-AWS7-2012/ET-AWS-7.html. The session will also decide on other arrangements, such as a tentative work plan and working hours.

2. Report of the Chairman
The session will be briefed by the Chair on the activities of the ET since its last session and on the requirements for the current session.
3. Development and implementation of WIGOS concept 
The session will be briefed on recent activities of the WIGOS Project Office, focusing on the development of the draft WIGOS Implementation Plan. The session will then discuss future involvement of the ET in the development and implementation of WIGOS, and whether there will be merit in CBS reconvening ET-AWS during its next session or whether the outsanding activities of ET-AWS might better be absorbed within a more broadly-scoped ET.
4. Requirements for the integration between AWS and space-based observations 

Mr Monnik will brief the session on progress on the activities identified against Task 4 of the Work Plan. 
5. Requirements and specifications for automated observations networks

Mr Monnik will brief the session on progress on the activities identified against Task 2 of the Work Plan, on behalf of Mr Merrouchi. 
6. Requirements and standards for a basic, robust AWS suitable for less developed, remote and extreme climate conditions

Mr Paterson (on behalf of Ms Nitu) and Ms Feng (on behalf of Mr Zhao) will brief the session on progress on the activities identified against Task 3 of the Work Plan. 
7. Gap analysis for automated observations following the transition from manual observations 

Mr Molyneux will brief the session on progress on the activities identified against Task 5 of the Work Plan. 
8. AWS metadata catalogues for real-time exchange through WIS

Mr Paterson (on behalf of Ms Nitu) and Ms Cervena will brief the session on progress on the activities identified against Task 7 of the Work Plan. 
9. Guidelines for the siting classification of surface observing stations

Mr Monnik will brief the session on progress on the activities identified against Task 8 of the Work Plan, on behalf of Mr LeRoy. 
10. BUFR Descriptors related to AWS

Ms Cervena will brief the session on progress on the activities identified against Task 9 of the Work Plan. 
11. Advances in AWS Technology

Mr Sabatini will brief the session on progress on the activities identified against Task 10 of the Work Plan. 
12. Any Other Business
Any additional items of business requiring the attention of ET-AWS, but not covered above, will be considered.

12.1. Meeting participants will be given the opportunity to comment on the input provided by the Mr Monnik to ET-EGOS regarding the EGOS-IP. 
12.2. Meeting participants will be asked for contributions to input to be provided by Mr Monnik to the SatCom meeting (Toulouse, 23-24 April 2012), which Mr Monnik will attend.
13. Recommendations for CBS-XV
The session will discuss and draft relevant recommendations to be presented to CBS-XV.
14. Work Plan
The work plan will be discussed and updated as required, focusing in particular on those tasks that can now be considered completed, and those which are recommended for continuation during the coming session of CBS. 
15. Closure of the Session
The session is tentatively scheduled to close at 16.00 hours on Friday, 20 April 2012.
