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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

1.
ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

1.1 Opening of the meeting


The Meeting of the CBS/OPAG-IOS Expert Team on Evolution of the GOS will open at 10.00 hours on Wednesday, 7 December 2005 at the WMO Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland.

1.2 Adoption of the agenda


The provisional agenda, as contained in the CBS/OPAG-IOS/ET-EGOS/Doc.1, will be submitted for adoption.  The order of the items may be modified and additional items may be introduced if necessary.

1.3
Working arrangements

The work of the meeting will be conducted as a committee of the whole; however sub-groups may be established as required to consider specific problems.  The session and documentation will be in English only.  The pre-meeting documents are to be e-mailed to the secretariat for subsequent posting on the WMO Server at: 

http://www.wmo.ch/web/www/BAS/CBS-meetings.html 
The session will decide on other arrangements, such as its working hours.

2.
REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN

2.1
Summary of ET-EGOS activities


The chairman will report on the activities carried out since the last meeting of the Expert Team (Geneva, 12–16 July 2004).
2.2
Guidance from OPAG-IOS chair

The meeting will be briefed by CBS OPAG-IOS chair regarding guidance for the ET in the light of recommendations by EC-LVII and  CBS-XIII.
2.3
Review TOR for the ET-EGOS


CBS-XIII agreed to change the name of the ET and endorsed its work plan.  The meeting will be invited to review TOR for the ET-EGOS and amend them as appropriate.
3.
REVIEW OF ACTIVITIES RELATED TO ET- EGOS

3.1 Observational programme in IPY activities


Opportunities for the International Polar Year to influence the Evolution of the GOS will be presented.

3.2 Recent Developments in Thorpex 

Thorpex developments since the last ET meetings will be presented and plans for the coming years reviewed.  The dialogue between Thorpex and ET EGOS will be maintained.

3.3 Recent Developments with AMDAR
AMDAR programmes offering opportunities to supplement the GOS in data sparse areas will be reviewed and possible OSEs will be discussed.

4.
EVOLUTION OF SURFACE AND SPACE-BASED COMPONENTS OF THE GOS

4.1
Review of Progress and Actions on Surface Based Sub-System of the GOS Evolution


Recommendations for the surface based sub-system of the GOS will be reviewed; recent progress, next actions, and schedules will be updated.

4.2
Review of Progress and Actions on Space Based Sub-System of the GOS Evolution


Recommendations for the space based sub-system of the GOS will be reviewed; recent progress, next actions, and schedules will be updated.

4.3
Summary of actions in WMO Regions to evolve GOS

Progress in WMO Regions toward evolving the GOS will be presented; further plans will be discussed.

4.4
Summary of impact studies for EUCOS


Recent EUCOS activities will be presented and associated OSEs will be reviewed for implications to the evolution of the GOS.

4.5
Recent progress with OSSEs


Recent progress with OSSEs will be presented and their role in evolution of the GOS discussed.

4.6
Update Implementation Plan Progress and Next Actions

The implementation plan will be updated by surface and space sub-system committees..

5.
 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

6.
CLOSURE OF THE SESSION


The session is tentatively scheduled to close at 12h00 on Friday, 9 December 2005.
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